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Reparations as a pathway to
decolonisation

As the devastating legacies of European slavery and colonialism are finally under
discussion, there is a real danger that ‘decolonisation’ becomes the latest buzzword in
the international development sector, increasingly devoid of real meaning. Therefore,
this briefing explores the concept of ‘reparations approaches’ and considers whether
these could ensure that the process of ‘decolonisation’ brings about transformative
change.

Starting with the need for former European enslavers and colonisers to acknowledge
and take responsibility for past harms, the briefing looks at what remedy and redress
look like — beyond just financial compensation. It examines how these can be used as
ways to repair the present unjust global structures that sustain the harmful legacies of
slavery and colonialism and create new alternative paradigms. Why reparations are
owed by former European enslavers and colonisers is then considered, including a
review of some past and ongoing harm, followed by a brief look at how the issue of
reparations has played out in Britain. The briefing goes on to outline the various demands
for reparations from governments, regional bodies and civil society organisations. It then
concludes by offering some initial thoughts aimed at international development
practitioners, both for their own work and in holding their Northern governments to
account.

1. Introduction: the case for reparations

For more than 500 years, the actions of a small number of Western European countries
have had devastating impacts across every continent. Their design of, and participation
in, the transatlantic slave trade, together with their territorial domination — or colonisation
— of non-European people as well as their resources and land, have continued to have
enduring consequences.! The British Empire, in particular, was responsible for the mass
exploitation, violence, genocide and dispossession experienced among formerly
colonised people? — all in service of building wealth and prosperity for colonisers.' At its
height, the British Empire colonised a quarter of the world’s population and landmass.®
The pervasiveness and scale of the harm perpetrated by former European empires
continue to this day, including through an unequal global economy, persistent
environmental degradation across the Global South, and an ongoing cultural imperialism

'The transatlantic slave trade and European colonialism were integral in the creation of racial hierarchies; a
system that was used to justify the violence and domination enacted by western Europeans on non-white
people all around the world. The wealth and prosperity generated from their exploits served to benefit white
people, especially those who were already wealthy.
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that deems inferior the languages, cultures and knowledge systems of non-white people.
Global Black Lives Matter protests, glaring disparities in the way climate breakdown
affects countries in the Global South and Global North,* and the growing momentum
among some Commonwealth states to sever formal ties with the British monarchy® have
all been instrumental in starting the long overdue public dialogue about the UK’s role in
making amends for the historic and ongoing harm caused by slavery and colonialism.

However, while there has been growing recognition® in the UK and some other European
countries’ of the role played by many former European empires in the transatlantic slave
trade, including calls to compensate for those atrocities, there has been less attention
given to the need to remedy and repair the insidious ways in which colonisation — and
its ongoing legacies — continue to dominate and shape the international political and
economic order.

Based in the UK international development sector, the Gender and Development
Network (GADN) sees decolonisation as a central element to our work on promoting and
fulfilling gender equality and women’s rights for all. In doing so we understand
‘decolonisation’ as the practice of recognising, making visible and addressing the
legacies that colonialism, empire, racism and patriarchy continue to have across the
world.® However, as the term ‘decolonisation’ increasingly enters the lexicon of the UK
international development sector, there is a very real danger that its meaning becomes
diluted. When a concept that challenges the status quo finally makes it into accepted
discourse, the response of those with power is often, either consciously or
subconsciously, to co-opt the term, turning it into something less disruptive. How then
can we best ensure that ‘decolonisation’ retains its imperative for transformative change?

A ‘reparations approach’ could provide the answer as a substantive way to achieve
decolonisation. At the time of the 2020 Black Lives Matter protests, Michelle Bachelet,
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, observed that: “Behind today’s
racial violence, systemic racism and discriminatory policing lies the failure to
acknowledge and confront the legacy of the slave trade and colonialism.” She went on
to highlight the need to: “make amends through formal apologies, truth-telling processes,
and reparations in various forms.™

This briefing explores what a ‘reparations approach’ entails, referring to analysis from
governments, regional bodies, reparations movements and scholars, and recognising
that there is no one single definition. First, three components found in reparations
approaches are examined, starting with the need for European countries that were
former enslavers and colonisers to acknowledge past and continuing harm and to accept
responsibility for remedy and repair. Financial redress as a form of reparations is then
considered as the second part of this approach, including historic examples that help
shape precedent. Thirdly, the briefing examines the need for ‘repair’ of the global political
and economic systems that perpetuate the unjust legacies of slavery and colonialism
and the need for alternative visions for a future world. Some of the legacies of harm that
give rise to the need for reparations are then touched upon, before consideration of the
way institutions in the UK are responding. Ultimately, it will be those who continue to be
harmed by the legacies of slavery and colonialism who must shape the nature of
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reparations and the next section shares such examples of demands from regional
bodies, governments and civil society organisations. The briefing concludes with the
suggestion that those of us working in Global North-based international development
organisations should support the creation of political space to discuss and consider
reparations approaches as part of decolonisation efforts.

In doing so, GADN is mindful of our own positionality. As a UK-based organisation, we
do not in any way claim to have the answers but recognise our responsibility in trying to
be part of the solution, rather than perpetuating the problem. In this briefing we hope to
draw attention to some of the debates and to provoke discussion, particularly about the
response in the UK — where we are located — and which we recognise has had and
continues to have a disproportionate impact on global politics and financial architecture..

2. What are reparations and what do they
look like?

In its simplest form, reparations can be understood as a moral, legal and practical
process of recognising the impact of historic and continuing harm, and the way those
responsible for this harm take responsibility for it by providing transformative redress.
Thus, reparations are both an approach for analysing and understanding historic and
continuing injustices, as well as demands for redress crafted by different governments
and movements in response to the harms they have experienced.

Reparations can take a variety of forms and while not meant as a definitive exploration,
below we present a brief analysis of some of these forms and how they may be
applicable particularly in relation to the British Empire, as well as Britain’s central role in
the transatlantic slave trade. The explanations are based on the analysis of reparations
advocates, scholars, nation-states and United Nations (UN) frameworks and language.
Here, the explanation of reparations goes well beyond the narrow concept of financial
redress for past harm to include repair and transformative change of the systems which
continue to perpetuate harm.

This section introduces the UN'’s internationally agreed principles and framework on
reparations, demonstrating how the concept is already recognised in international law.
After first addressing the need to acknowledge and apologise for the harm done as
necessary first steps, reparations as a form of financial redress are then discussed. Next
is an examination of calls from reparations scholars for ‘repair’ — a concept that speaks
to the need for individual as well as collective ‘self-repair’ by those who have experienced
harm, as well as the need to repair the global structures and paradigms that perpetuate
these past and ongoing harms.

The right to effective remedy under international human rights frameworks
The case for reparations has already been established under international law. There is

a long-established principle for states to provide access to the right to an effective
remedy for victims of human rights violations enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
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Human Rights (1948) and made legally binding in subsequent conventions and
protocols.t?

In 2001, the UN World Conference against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance explicitly addressed the legacy of slavery and colonialism. Its final
Declaration and Programmes of Action recognised that slavery and the transatlantic
slave trade, as well as colonialism and their ongoing legacies, were among the root
causes of racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia.!! It called for measures to
address their ongoing impacts, including the provision of reparations and the promotion
of economic, social and cultural development.!?

The UN Basic Principles and Guidelines (2005) provides a useful starting point as a
framework for remedy and reparations for victims of violations of human rights and
humanitarian law.'® Importantly, in Section IX, this broadened out the concept of
reparation from a financial transaction and covers the following concepts:

e Restitution: the restoration of the original situation before violation; it could
include land, property, identity and liberty.

e Compensation: calculated not just in terms of mental harm, physical harm and
material damage, but also for lost opportunities and moral damage.

e Satisfaction: a need for truthful public discourse, acceptance of responsibility,
and commemoration and tributes.

e Guarantees of non-repetition: these ensure that violations do not continue or
are not repeated.

However, the framework falls short in not recognising the right of those who have been
oppressed to define the nature of reparations and the fundamental changes needed to
shape a more just world.

2.1. Acknowledgement of responsibility and apology as a
precondition of reparations

An acknowledgement and apology for past harm by those entities responsible for
colonialism is an important first step for addressing historical and present injustices and
working towards reconciliation and healing. This includes the process of unlearning and
then relearning history as a way of gaining a more comprehensive and accurate
understanding of the past. This may be especially so for white people whose knowledge
of European empires may be incomplete, biased or intentionally distorted for centuries
via different education systems. The need for acknowledgement and apology appears
frequently among the set of demands being made by reparations groups and movements
around the world.*® In recent years, former colonies have called on the British state to
apologise - including during the royal tour of the Caribbean in 2022 - for the atrocities
it committed during the British Empire.

There have been some moves by European governments towards acknowledgement

and apology, mostly in relation to the transatlantic slave trade. In 2019, a European
Parliament resolution on racial bias within the European Union (EU) was important in
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acknowledging the “histories of injustices against Africans and people of African descent
in the context of European colonialism and the transatlantic slave trade”.!’ It calls on EU
member states to formally acknowledge past and ongoing injustices committed under
European colonialism and to declassify colonial archives.®

In December 2022, Prime Minister Rutte of the Netherlands issued a formal apology to
the descendants of enslaved people for the Dutch state’s role in slavery, acknowledging
that, “Centuries of oppression and exploitation still have an effect to this very day.” 1°
Importantly, he made clear that apology was just the first step and that future actions
would take place in consultation with those most impacted, funded through a €200 million
(GB£160 million) ‘apology fund’.2® More recently — in April 2023 — Portugal’s President
Rebelo de Sousa expressed that the country should apologise and take responsibility for
its role in the transatlantic slave trade.?

Germany, in 2021, also went some way in recognising and apologising for its role in the
Herero and Nama genocide that took place during its colonisation of Namibia between
1884 and 1919.22 After six years of negotiations, Germany formally acknowledged the
genocide and apologised for its moral, historical and political obligation — without,
however, using the terms ‘reparations’ or ‘compensation’, and pledged €1.1 billion
(GB£967 million)" towards existing aid programmes and a foundation for reconciliation.
However, this has been rejected by Herero and Nama communities who say they have
been excluded from the negotiations and that redress will not be made to them directly.?*
Similar concerns have been raised by the UN special rapporteurs.®

Such acknowledgements can be important first steps in a process of decolonisation that
recognises harms caused. But their efficacy is limited if they do not lead to an unlearning
and relearning of history and an acceptance of the need for redress and repair through
reparations, defined by those who have been harmed, particularly in the UK where the
British Empire is still heralded as a force for good.

2.2. Financial redress as part of reparations

The term ‘reparations’ has most commonly been understood by a narrow definition, as a
form of monetary redress recognised by the state and judiciary. This is also known as
the tort model of reparations: a legal approach in which, typically, states compensate
victims for the harm, violence and loss they have suffered. Financial redress can also be
made by corporations and institutions such as universities and churches that have
caused harm.

In relation to European colonisation and enslavement, financial reparations are
considered to be due both in relation to the transatlantic slave trade and also for the past
and ongoing impacts of colonialism in relation to physical and psychological, economic,
social and cultural damage perpetrated on colonised and enslaved people.

i The rates of exchange used in this briefing are based on Xe.com 's conversions as of 2 May 2023.
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Historical precedents exist where states have paid reparations for harm done. Under the
Treaty of Versailles, the German government had to pay substantial amounts for its role
in the 1914-18 war.?® After the 1939-1945 War, following pressure from the newly created
state of Israel and Jewish advocacy groups, West Germany’s chancellor agreed to pay
reparations to Holocaust survivors as well as to the state of Israel — redress which the
German government continues to pay to this day.?’

The obligation for reparations has also been acknowledged by the British state,
specifically in response to atrocities it committed in Kenya under colonial rule. In 2013,
after years of legal wrangling, the British government paid a GB£3,800 compensation
package to each of the 5,228 Kenyans that it acknowledged had been “tortured, and ill-
treated under the hands of the British colonial administration’?® during the Mau Mau anti-
colonial rebellion of 1952-1960.

Financial redress to former European enslavers

Shockingly, colonial powers granted reparations to enslavers rather than those who had
been enslaved, an injustice often quoted by those seeking reparations today. The
concept of reparations has long been established but used highly selectively and
unjustly. When Britain abolished slavery throughout its colonies in 1834, it paid GB£20
million to slave owners for the loss of their ‘property’: paradoxically, this sum has been
reported as ‘reparations’. According to the UK Treasury, it was only in 2015 that British
taxpayers finished ‘paying off’ the debt that the British government incurred, which
amounted to 40 per cent of the Treasury’s annual income or about 5 per cent of GDP at
the time.?° At the same time, no compensation was paid to those who were enslaved.

Similarly, in 1825, 21 years after enslaved Haitian rebels secured a major victory against
the French colonial authorities and became the world’s first Black republic, Haiti was
forced to pay reparations to France as a condition of its independence.®® As one of the
largest colonial powers in the world at the time, France demanded compensation for the
loss of its colony and slave-based economy. The exorbitant sum demanded by France
— 90 million francs or the equivalent of US$21 billion (GB£16.8 billion) today — was paid
in instalments over a period of more than 100 years, with the final payment made in
194731 This has placed significant financial strain on the newly created republic of Haiti
and continues to have long-lasting consequences to this day. In 2020, French economist
Thomas Piketty reignited this discussion and argued that France owes Haiti at least
US$28 billion (GB£22.4 billion).3?

2.3. The importance of ‘repair’ in reparations approaches

For many advocating for reparations, the concept of reparations is an approach or a way
to understand, and change, the world, and not just a monetary transaction. The concept
of repair as a form of reparations speaks to the need for both individual and collective
‘self-repair’ as a way of undoing years of psychological and cultural harm. Further, it also
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refers to the repairing of the global structures that continue to be shaped by the ongoing
legacies of slavery and European colonialism. As expressed by reparations scholar
Maulana Karenga, “...[F]Jrom its inception, reparations has been an emancipatory, a
liberational project, not only a compensatory one. In other words, it is a larger project
than one of money and wealth, although money and wealth are indispensable elements
of it. Again, it is about justice and finishing the liberation project of our people, achieving
a freedom that is real in every realm, including economics.”®®

Self-repair

The term ‘self-repair’, in the context of reparations, emerged at the First Pan-African
Conference on Reparations in 1993.%* It describes a process in which the harm caused
by European colonialism and slavery is repaired through the individual and collective
efforts of affected communities, rather than relying solely on external sources for
reparations. According to reparations scholars like Professor Chinweizu, self-repair
should be holistic, addressing not only the economic but also the psychological, cultural
and spiritual dimensions of harm done. He explained, “Let me repeat that the most
important aspect of reparation is not the money the campaign may or may not bring: the
most important part of reparation is our self-repair: the change it will bring about in our
understanding of our history, of ourselves, and of our destiny; the change it will bring
about in our place in the world.”®

Therefore, for individuals and communities harmed by the legacies of European
colonialism and the transatlantic slave trade, including those now living in Europe, the
process of unlearning the cultural imperialism and psychological harm perpetrated over
centuries is long and arduous, but critical. Professor Chinweizu went on to further
explain, “Now, we who are campaigning for reparations cannot hope to change the world
without changing ourselves. We cannot hope to change the world without changing our
ways of seeing the world, our ways of thinking about the world, our ways of organizing
our world, our ways of working and dreaming in our world.”®®

Repair of unjust systems and structures

Moreover, the concept of repair goes beyond acknowledging and recompensing for the
harm and injustices perpetuated by slavery and European colonialism in the past and,
moving forward, works to challenge and repair the systems that continue to produce
these harms, by re-envisioning solutions to the current global crises they have created.

These calls for a repaired world have a long history. At the start of formal ‘independence’
in the middle of the twentieth century, prominent figures in the growing global anti-
colonial movements sought to establish a new set of rules and relationships with their
former colonisers, including demands for a New International Economic Order that would
see the redistribution of wealth from the Global North to the Global South.®” However, as
new international structures such as the UN and the Bretton Woods Institutions came
into place after the 1939-1945 War, these simply maintained exploitative relationships
under a new guise and was described by Ghana’s first prime minister, Kwame Nkrumah,
as ‘neo-colonialism’.3®

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org
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Building on this existing work, and acknowledging the harm and injustice perpetuated by
slavery and European colonialism, there are growing calls for a reparations approach
that seeks to create a future world that is just, equitable, and which challenges the
systems that perpetuate harm. Philosopher and scholar Dr. Olafémi O. Taiwo outlines
such an approach as “a historically informed view of distributive justice, serving a larger
and broader worldmaking project. Reparation, like the broader struggle for social justice,
is concerned with building the just world to come. But its more specific role concerns how
we get there.”® Similarly, emerging work from others, framed as ‘reparative futures’,
suggests that in order to create futures characterised by justice, it is critical to engage
with ongoing histories of violence, domination and repression.“°

Thus, this approach is future-oriented as well as transnational and global in scope, rather
than merely seeing reparations as a means of remedying past wrongs. It considers the
new ways in which colonial legacies persist and identifies those who now hold power,
including governments, international financial institutions (IFIs) and transnational
corporations (TNCs). The proposed approach suggests that the cost of building this
reimagined world should be borne by those people and institutions that have benefitted
the most from historical processes.

The need to repair the legacy of colonialism is also recognised in many modern-day
climate justice movements,*! including the growing calls for climate reparations that go
beyond the narrow framing of ‘loss and damage’*? within the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC).”®* The link between the current climate crisis and
colonialism arises from centuries of European exploration and exploitation that led to the
Industrial Revolution in the 19" century that initiated the emission into the atmosphere
of billions of tonnes of greenhouse gases.*

The argument then is that, in response to the need to bring an end to the ongoing
legacies of colonialism, decolonisation based on reparations approaches must include
fundamental reform of the global financial architecture that perpetuates colonial
exploitation under the guise of formal institutions and rules. It requires those countries
who have benefited from colonialism to relinquish power to those who have been harmed
and those who continue to be harmed, so that solutions are based on the demands and
visions of those exploited by the current structure.

3. Why are reparations owed by former
European colonisers and enslavers?

Former European colonisers and enslavers have been integral in developing the world
as we know it today, given the pervasiveness of European colonisation over half a
century (see Figure 1). The transatlantic slave trade has had far-reaching consequences
for both the enslaved Black people taken from Africa and the societies in which they were
enslaved. Further harm was caused by the system of indentured servitude that replaced
slave labour on plantations across the Americas, the Caribbean and beyond with poorly
paid and exploited labourers, largely transplanted from other parts of Europe’s empires
— especially South Asia.* In addition to the enormous human suffering and loss of life
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experienced over the four centuries in which the slave trade was in existence, racial
hierarchies — used to justify the enslavement of Black Africans — continue globally to this
day, in the form of structural racism. Moreover, the establishment of slave-based
plantation economies?*® across the Americas and the Caribbean effectively wiped out the
Indigenous peoples, cultures and economies of the region and played an important role
in the foundation of the contemporary global financial system which breeds poverty and
inequality.*’

Less recognised is the destruction caused by the British Empire. At its height, the British
Empire colonised a quarter of the world’s population and landmass.*® British colonisation
of India was a devastating process of exploitation and deindustrialisation which funded
Britain’s own industrialisation, leaving impacts still felt today. India’s textile and other
manufacturing industries including steel were deliberately run down, leaving it as an
exporter of raw materials and importer of British goods, where the share of global
manufacturing fell from 27 to 2 per cent under British rule*. Exorbitant ‘taxes’ were
imposed which were then spent not on local public services but sent to Britain to fund
investment in its industrialisation and militarisation.*® Failure to pay taxes caused many
to lose their land, creating landlessness that remains an issue today. Most famously, the
Kohinoor diamond®! and other precious stones were looted and remain in Britain to this
day. Beyond the economic impact, the British Raj imposed artificial national boundaries,
in the form of Partition, creating violent conflict and political division within the Indian sub-
continent that persist today.5?

Across Africa, the continent was deliberately and systematically exploited and
underdeveloped by European powers during centuries of colonialism and imperialism.®3
In particular, Walter Rodney evidenced the way Africa experienced the extraction of its
wealth and resources and was kept ‘underdeveloped’ to create a market for European
goods and services and to maintain the continent's dependence on Europe.>* This
systematic underdevelopment led to African economies’ continued dependence on the
trade of a small number of raw materials, as well as its technological stagnation and
physical infrastructure being designed for the extraction of commodities for European
gain.® This continued exploitative relationship is further borne out in evidence which
shows that although US$162 billion (GB£129 billion) flows into Africa in the form of loans,
grants and aid, this is dwarfed by the US$203 billion (GB£162 billion) that flows out in
illicit financial flows, debt payments, profits and the costs of adaptation to climate
change.®®

That the current international economic system continues to create and perpetuate
inequalities between the Global North and the previously colonised countries in the
Global South has been well documented. The legacy of colonialism can be seen in the
continued flow of resources from the Global South to the Global North as well as in the
governance of international economic structures. International debt is one of the
persistent legacies of European colonial systems, with the majority of current
international debt still being governed by English law which favours the creditors.®’
Furthermore, the two main institutions that govern global economic policymaking — the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), have decision-making structures
that are weighted towards wealthier countries.® While formal voting within the World
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Trade Organization is apparently more democratic, the real power continues to reside
with the wealthy countries of the Global North.%® These institutions in turn protect and
promote the operations of TNCs whose profits are largely remitted back to the Global
North via unfair tax rules and regressive trade and investment regimes.5°

Figure 1: Countries that have been under European control (1500s-1960s).5!

. Europe . Colonized or controlled by Europe . Partial European control or influence European sphere of influence

Never colonized by Europe

*Disclaimer: While French Guiana is officially a part of modern-day France and Europe, it was colonised by
Europeans.

4. Britain and reparations

The question of reparations for those harmed by Britain’s role in the slave trade and
colonisation is one that has been gaining traction across the UK over the last decades.
This section explores the different ways in which the issue of reparations has been
addressed by various British institutions, including past and present governments. Many
of the official responses have focused on the transatlantic slave trade, not yet extending
their response to the full impact of colonisation.

After centuries of silence, the British establishment has slowly started to recognise its
responsibility for the atrocities of the transatlantic slave trade, although this is yet to fully
include the ongoing legacies of colonialism. In 2006, then British Prime Minister Tony
Blair expressed his “deep sorrow” for the transatlantic slave trade®, and in 2007 went
on to apologise.®® In November 2021, as Barbados removed the British monarchy as its
Head of State, then Prince Charles acknowledged: “From the darkest days of our past,
and the appalling atrocity of slavery, which forever stains our histories, the people of this
island forged their path with extraordinary fortitude.”* In both these instances, over a
decade apart, representatives of the British state acknowledged that harm had been
done, but did not offer any remedy for it or propose any future measures to address its

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org
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ongoing legacies. Instead, the British government’s continued opposition to reparations
was recently apparent in its response to a public petition in 2020 demanding it pay
slavery reparations to all Caribbean and African descendants. It stated: “While
reparations are not part of the Government’s approach, we feel deep sorrow for the
transatlantic slave trade, and fully recognise the strong sense of injustice and the legacy
of slavery in the most affected parts of the world.”®

However, there are some small signs of progress. In October 2021, the All-Party
Parliamentary Group on African Reparations (APPGAR) was established by a group of
UK Members of Parliament to “examine issues of African Reparations and the
repatriation of art and cultural artefacts, as well as exploring policy proposals on
reparations and development, and how best to redress the legacies of African
enslavement and colonialism”.%®¢ Some campaigners see this as an important step in the
recognition of reparations and have called for it to establish a Commission of Enquiry for
Truth and Reparatory Justice crafted by African people who have experienced harm at
the hands of the British Empire or the current British state.®’

London is one of the global centres of finance, with a history tied to the transatlantic slave
trade.® It was significant therefore, that in the wake of the Black Lives Matter protests in
2020, the Bank of England issued a statement acknowledging the institution’s historical
links to the slave trade, recognising that some of its former governors and directors were
slave traders and plantation owners.®® Ongoing research by the Bank of England has
also identified that it provided a range of services to slave merchants and the British
government, including lines of credit and the underwriting of expensive colonial wars that
expanded Britain’s Empire and trade routes.”® Similarly, Lloyd’s of London, one of the
world’s largest insurance firms, played a significant role in insuring the ships and cargoes
(including enslaved people) involved in the transatlantic slave trade. This was a highly
lucrative business from the exploitation of enslaved labour. In 2020, Lloyd’s of London
issued an apology for the role it played in the slave trade and made a gesture to provide
financial support to charities and organisations supporting Black and Minority Ethnic
groups.’

Small forms of reparations have been paid by UK institutions benefiting from slavery. In
2019, The University of the West Indies (UWI) and the University of Glasgow (UoG)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding, framed as a ‘Reparatory Justice’ initiative,
which recognised the significant financial benefit that the UoG received from people
whose wealth was derived from African enslavement.”? The terms of the agreement call
for the establishment of the Glasgow-Caribbean Centre for Development Research and
for the UoG to provide GB£20 million to fund research and promote development
initiatives to be jointly undertaken with the UWI from 2020-2040.” University College
London has also been integral in establishing the Centre for the Study of the Legacies
of British Slavery, as a way of tracing the impact of slave ownership in the formation of
modern Britain. " This includes a comprehensive database on slave-owning British
individuals. Relatedly, in 2020, the city of Edinburgh initiated an independent Slavery
and Colonialism Legacy Review which sought to examine the city’s links to its colonial
and slave-owning past.”™
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In January 2023, the Church of England committed to establishing a GB£100 million fund
in recognition of the ways it financially benefitted from the transatlantic slave trade.”® The
Church is not using the term 'reparations’ and has advised that the fund will support
dedicated projects, but the Archbishop of Canterbury has issued an apology.”’

Meanwhile, UK-based civil society groups, led by descendants of enslaved people as
well as the wider African and Caribbean diaspora, continue their long-standing calls for
reparations. In 1994 the Africa Reparations Movement (UK) demanded that the British
government make reparations and give full compensation to peoples of African origin for
‘the economic exploitation and dehumanisation inherent in European enslavement,
colonialism and neo-colonialism” by acknowledging and putting in place “machinery to
redress the perverse imbalances in the international economic and financial system”.”®
Currently, the International Social Movement for Afrikan Reparations (ISMAR) — a key
advocate for the creation of the APPGAR — calls for the parliamentary group’s objectives
to include public disclosure about which financial institutions were involved in the
enslaver compensation loan taken out by the British government in 1835 to compensate
former slave owners once slavery was abolished (see section 2.2). ISMAR also calls for
the return of the value of taxes unfairly paid by taxpayers of African heritage in Britain to
service this loan.” (A non-exhaustive list of UK-based reparations campaign groups can
be found in Annex 1).

Relatedly, analysis by political economist Keval Bharadia — as part of a 2020 conference
by the UK-based Tax Justice Network — examined how recalibrating financial transaction
tax (FTT) policy, via a revolutionised Robin Hood Tax", could raise billions of pounds to
deliver reparations.®

5. Demands for reparations

Central to reparations approaches are that the forms they should take must be shaped
by those who have faced harm and continue to face harm. In the context of the
transatlantic slave trade and European colonialism, this consists of the people of formerly
colonised countries and their descendants. Below are just some of the many calls for
reparations from regional bodies and governments representing countries that were
colonised, including those who were at the centre of the transatlantic slave trade, and
civil society organisations from within those countries. They range from apology, to the
need for former enslavers and colonisers to acknowledge the moral debt they owe.
Demands then also include financial recompense such as the cancellation of sovereign
debts, and the need for repair through the democratisation of the global economic
architecture as former colonisers cede power to those they have harmed.

Africa

Across Africa, there have been demands for reparations made to former colonising
states by those they have harmed. The Abuja Proclamation, born out of the first Pan-

il A Robin Hood Tax would see a small fee imposed on certain types of large financial transactions in order to raise money
for a range of social issues including international aid and the climate crisis.
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African Conference on Reparations held in Nigeria in 1993, called on the international
community to recognise the “unique and unprecedented moral debt owed to the African
people”. It served notice on all states that had participated in the enslavement and
colonisation of African people to begin the process of conciliation through reparations.8!
The Abuja Proclamation further urges the former Organisation for African Unity (now the
African Union) to “call for full monetary payment of repayments through capital transfer
and debt cancellation”.??

In a 2009 address to the UN General Assembly, former Libyan leader and then
chairperson of the African Union, Muammar al-Gaddafi, argued that Africa deserves
compensation amounting to US$777 trillion (GB£621 trillion) from the countries that
colonised it.8® This figure was based on a calculation by the African World Reparations
and Truth Commission in 1999.84

There are also calls by civil society groups in Namibia for reparations from Germany for
the Herero-Nama genocide driven by descendants of that genocide (see section 2.1), as
well as lesser-known campaigns such as the calls in Malawi for reparations from the UK
for the Nyasaland Massacre.® The Malawian claim for reparations from survivors of the
massacre dates back to 1959. At this time Britain, which ruled what was then Nyasaland,
imposed a state of emergency to stop protests by political activists of the Nyasaland
African Congress who were fighting for self-rule. The 33 unarmed people were protesting
the detention of freedom fighters on a passenger ship when they were killed by the
British.

Especially in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic and the unsustainable levels of debt
accrued by formerly colonised states, there have been growing calls for debt cancellation
as a form of reparations by some feminist and wider civil society groups around the world.
An open call to the African Union, African Heads of State, IFIs and private creditors by
Womin African Alliance and CADTM Afrique highlights that: “Debt cancellation is not ‘aid’
but reparation and a right for the people who have been wounded and sacrificed on the
altar of repaying odious and illegitimate debts, and who bear the brunt of the climate
crisis.

The Caribbean

In 2013, CARICOM nations (a political and economic union of Caribbean member states)
came to a unanimous agreement to set up a Reparations Commission that would
“establish the moral, ethical and legal case for the payment of reparations by the
governments of all former colonial powers, and the relevant institutions of those
countries, to the nations and peoples of the Caribbean community”®’ In 2014, the
Commission developed a ‘Ten Point Plan’ outlining their demands for reparations, which
includes the cancellation of international debts, illiteracy eradication and a formal
apology from European governments, among others.%8

In 2003, former Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide demanded that France pay
Haiti a sum of US$21 billion (GB£16.8 billion) as reparations — the modern-day
equivalent of what Haiti was forced to pay France for its independence.®® The Haitian
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government hired a law firm to draft legal arguments and find a court where Haiti could
make its case.?® However the following year, Aristide was ousted from power in a coup
that critics have argued was intimately tied to his growing demands for reparations from
France.”

The British royal tour to the Caribbean in 2022 has amplified existing calls for reparations
from both governments and civil society groups in the region. In Jamaica, the Advocacy
Network called for apology and reparations for the atrocities of slavery.®? Further still a
petition spearheaded by parliamentarian Mike Henry, which seeks compensation from
Britain for the transatlantic slave trade, is under consideration by Jamaica’s National
Reparations Commission.®® As far back as 2014, the National Commission on
Reparations in Jamaica concluded that at least GB£2.3 trillion is owed by Britain to
Jamaica as a result of the slave trade. This sum would be sufficient to pay off Jamaica’s
entire national debt of US$2 trillion (nearly GB£1.6 trillion).%

Jamaican calls for reparations were echoed in Belize®® and in the Bahamas.®® The
Bahamas National Reparations Committee has considered the need for reparations in
relation to the economic and social impacts of slavery and colonialism.®” In Trinidad and
Tobago, Prime Minister Keith Rowley wrote to Prince William acknowledging his
expression of sorrow over slavery but went on to call for reparations for the ‘ills and
inequity suffered during slavery and the consequences experienced today.”®

In 2020, Barbados’ Prime Minister Mottley argued: “For us, reparations is not just simply
about money, but it is also about justice... | do not know how we can go further unless
there is a reckoning first and foremost that places an apology and an acknowledgement
that a wrong was done. And that successive centuries saw the extraction of wealth and
the destruction of people that must never happen to any society, to any race in any part
of this world again. And for that to happen you have to first acknowledge you’re wrong."®
More recently, Prime Minister Mottley argues in her Bridgetown Agenda that global
financial architecture reform is needed to ensure a more equitable system.% In this
context, Mottley has also called for reparations, recognising the centuries of exploitation
and the damaging ongoing legacy of colonialism — not least as it manifests in climate
change, recognising that for many lower-income countries, economic policies do not
serve their needs and they cannot access financing for their own transitions to green
economies.!0?

Asia

At a seminal Oxford University debate, Shashi Tharoor — former UN Under Secretary
General, former Minister of State and now Member of the Indian Parliament — called for
reparations as a result of the way Britain violently devastated the Indian economy in
order to build its own. Rather than assigning a numeric figure, he focused on the
precedent calling for reparations as “a tool for you to atone, for the wrongs that have
been done.™0?

Professor Utsa Patnaik’s calculations for the drain on India between 1765 and 1938, in
real terms in 2016, comes to GB£9.2 trillion.1®® However, this does not take into account
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the opportunity cost of deindustrialisation, nor the human suffering and continued conflict
left by the Raj.10%4

Calls for reparations have also come from other former colonies in the region including
Sri Lanka and Malaysia. In February 2023, Sri Lankan Prime Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena called for an assessment to be conducted on the scale of atrocities
committed by imperialists in Sri Lanka, and the need for compensation.1® The families
of the victims of the 1948 Batang Kali massacre in Malaysia have also called upon the
UK government to issue an apology and provide reparations.'®® The British
administration is accused of rounding up and killing 24 unarmed villagers during the
Malayan Emergency, a battle between pro-communist independence groups and the
British.1%7 In 2015, the UK Supreme Court ruled that the government was not obliged to
hold a public inquiry into the killings given how long ago it had happened and the
subsequent difficulties in conducting a proper inquiry.108

Echoing calls from other CSOs around the world, an open letter penned by the Asian
Peoples Movement for Debt and Development, signed by over 550 civil society
organisations and delivered to governments, international institutions and lenders, calls
for “Reparations for the damages caused to countries, peoples and nature, due to the
contracting, use and payment of unsustainable and illegitimate debts and the conditions
imposed to guarantee their collection.”%°

USA: reparations for slavery and its ongoing impacts

In the USA, African Americans who have borne the harm caused by the ongoing
legacies of slavery have also called for reparations from their own government.
For over a century and a half, since the abolition of slavery in the USA, there have
been many African American groups demanding reparations of varying forms,
from calls for a national apology to the creation of a separate Black-majority
country.

Calls for a national apology for slavery have appeared frequently among many
groups, including the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP).*° Further to this, the National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in
America (N'COBRA) has called for financial reparations to be paid directly to the
descendants of enslaved Africans to compensate for the wealth and labour that
was stolen from their enslaved ancestors.!!! Others, like the National African
American Reparations Commission (NAARC)!?, through their Preliminary 10
Point Reparations Program, have also called for reparations to redress the
ongoing legacies of slavery that have produced wide socioeconomic and political
disparities in the US today in areas such as housing, healthcare, and education.
The H.R. 40 Bill, introduced in the US House of Representatives in 2019, if
approved, would establish a federal Commission to Study and Develop Reparation
Proposals for African Americans.!!3

Some reparations groups and advocates have gone further. In his seminal piece,
‘The Case for Reparations’, Ta-Nehisi Coates argued, "What I'm talking about is
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more than recompense for past injustices — more than a handout, a payoff, hush
money, or a reluctant bribe. What I'm talking about is a national reckoning that
would lead to spiritual renewal".*'* In 1968, the “Republic of New Afrika”
demanded the US cede land for the creation of a Black-majority country and also
sought US$300 billion (GB£239 billion) from the federal government to establish
this new nation.**® This money would need to be sufficient enough to ensure the
new nation was able to succeed in the face of the adversity experienced by
African Americans and their descendants.

6. Conclusion

The legacies of European empires and the transatlantic slave trade are intricately
connected to the historic and ongoing harms visible in the world today. The exploitation
of natural resources and people, through slavery and colonialism, have created deep-
rooted inequalities and systemic injustices that continue to impact the lives of billions of
people. Reparations approaches to decolonisation could provide an essential step
towards creating a more just and equitable world.

For this to happen, former European colonisers and enslavers will first need to
acknowledge and apologise for the harm they have caused and take responsibility for
providing remedy and repair. In the UK, the precedent for financial remedy already exists,
but was made to former slave owners and not the enslaved or their descendants. Just
and comprehensive reparations encompassing those harmed by slavery and colonialism
are needed as part of restorative justice. Importantly, reparations approaches are not
just about financial compensation, but also about ending the ways in which global
economic and political structures perpetuate the legacies of inequality. Colonialism
continues to shape and devastate the Global South through undemaocratic global
economic governance including international trade and investment rules. Challenging
these undemocratic systems so former colonisers cede power to those who were
colonised could be part of reparations approaches that work towards delivering
decolonisation.

The exact nature of reparations, though, must be rooted in the demands of those most
harmed, and while specific demands for reparations may vary between governments and
movements worldwide, there is a united recognition of the long-lasting harm caused by
European colonisers and enslavers and the need for redress and repair.

For those of us working in the international development sector in the UK and other
former European empires, the legacies of colonialism and slavery have a direct impact
on shaping our work. We, therefore, have a responsibility to hold our respective
governments accountable for past and current harms perpetuated across former
colonies in the Global South. This includes creating the necessary political environment
for reparations approaches, driven by the demands of those who have been and continue
to be harmed.
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Annex 1: Reparations groups in the UK

Afrikan-focussed movements

An important fabric of the process of reparations is the autonomous community-rooted
institutions that have been set up by activists fighting for reparations. These movements
adopt their own frames and constructs: for example: ‘Afrikan’ rather than ‘African’ as
used by European colonisers. In the UK context, the organisations listed below are doing
trailblazing work — all led and coordinated through the passion of phenomenal women,
from Esther Stanford Xosei and Jendayi Serwah to Dr. Joyce Hope Scott.

The Pan-Afrikan Reparations Coalition in Europe (PARCOE) is a grassroots alliance
of organisations and movements amplifying the calls for reparations in Europe. Its basis
for reparation is in holistic repair and it takes the OHCHR principles as a framework.

The International Network of Scholars and Activists for African Reparations
(INOSAAR)' brings together movements and scholars to provide global legitimacy and
visibility to the broad range of reparations viewpoints through bilateral knowledge
exchange.

The International Social Movement for Afrikan Reparations (ISMAR) is a grassroots
movement based in the UK and comprises the Afrikan Emancipation Day Reparations
March Committee and the Stop the Maangamizi: We Charge Genocide/Ecocide
Campaign. Collectively, ISMAR is mobilising with scholars and activists, including
Extinction Rebellion, to demand that the UK government establish an All-Party
Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry for Truth and Reparatory Justice and also commit
to reparations in accordance with UN Resolution 60/147: Right to Remedy and
Reparations. ISMAR collaborates with Extinction Rebellion through its Internationalist
Solidarity Network (XRISN) — a network of UK-based radical activists working in solidarity
with its partner networks, across Indigenous and other communities of resistance, in their
ongoing reparatory justice work.

The People’s Reparations International Movement (PRIM) brings together a broad
alliance of social forces among communities across the world. It consists of a broad
range of constituencies of various ideological orientations, who work in diverse ways to
obtain redress for historical atrocities and injustices that have contemporary
consequences. PRIM also works to rehabilitate the victims in the process of effecting
and securing the anti-systemic objectives of reparations.

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org

17


https://www.facebook.com/parcoeinfo/
https://www.inosaar.llc.ed.ac.uk/en/home
http://www.reparationsmarch.org/international-social-movement-for-afrikan-reparations-ismar/
https://reparationsscholaractivist.wordpress.com/2016/04/27/what-is-the-prim/

GENDER &

DEVELOPMENT Brlefl n g s

References

1 Andrews, K. 2021. The new age of empire: how racism and colonialism still rule the world.
London: Allen Lane.

2 Elkins, C. 2022. Legacy of violence: a history of the British Empire. London: Bodley Head.

3 Gidda, M. 2017. ‘End of the empire: from India to Hong Kong, how Britain’s global dominance
crumbled’, Newsweek, 1 July. https://www.newsweek.com/british-empire-colonialism-hong-
kong-china-anniversary-630894

4 UN press release, 2022. ‘COP27 reaches breakthrough agreement on new “loss and damage”
fund for vulnerable countries’, United Nations Climate Change, 20 November.
https://unfccc.int/news/cop27-reaches-breakthrough-agreement-on-new-loss-and-damage-fund-
for-vulnerable-countries

5 Harb, A. 2022. ‘Queen’s death accelerates ex-colonies’ push to ditch UK crown’, Al Jazeera,
14 September. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/14/queens-death-accelerates-ex-
colonies-push-to-ditch-uk-crown

6 Chaudhuri, A. 2016. ‘The real meaning of Rhodes Must Fall’, The Guardian, 16 March.
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/mar/16/the-real-meaning-of-rhodes-must-fall;
Parkes, P. 2018. ‘Who was Edward Colston and why is Bristol divided by his legacy?’, BBC
News, February. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-42404825; PA Reporter. 2023.
‘Family descended from British slave owners to apologise and pay £100,000 in reparations to
Grenada’, The Independent, 5 February. https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/laura-
trevelyan-family-grenada-slavery-reparations-b2275999.html; Otele, O. 2023. ‘More than
money: the logic of slavery reparations’, The Guardian, 3 March.
https://www.theguardian.com/news/ng-interactive/2023/mar/31/more-than-money-the-logic-of-
slavery-reparations

7 Tidey, A. 2022. ‘Some European countries have apologised for their colonial past. Is it
enough?’, Euronews, 26 December. https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/12/20/some-
european-countries-have-apologised-for-their-colonial-past-is-it-enough

8 Narayanaswamy, L. 2021. ‘Decolonising Aid’, Gender and Development Network.
https://gadnetwork.org/gadn-resources/decolonising-aid

9 AFP in Geneva. 2020. ‘UN human rights chief calls for reparations to make amends for
slavery’, The Guardian, 17 June. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/17/un-human-
rights-chief-calls-for-reparations-to-make-amends-for-slavery

10 United Nations General Assembly. 1948. ‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights’, United
Nations, 10 December. https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights

11 United Nations. 2001. ‘Declaration: world conference against racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance’, United Nations Human Rights Office.
https://www.un.org/WCAR/durban.pdf

12 1bid

13 United Nations General Assembly. 2005. ‘Resolution 60/147: Basic principles and guidelines
on the right to a remedy and reparation for victims of gross violations of international human
rights law and serious violations of international humanitarian law’, United Nations, 16
December. https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/basic-principles-
and-guidelines-right-remedy-and-reparation

14 United Nations General Assembly. 2005

15 CARICOM Reparations Commission. n.d. “10-point reparation plan.’
https://caricomreparations.org/caricom/caricoms-10-point-reparation-plan/; The United States
Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans Act. 2021.

United States of America Bill H.R.40, 117th Congress (2021-2022).
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/40; United States National African

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org

18


https://www.newsweek.com/british-empire-colonialism-hong-kong-china-anniversary-630894
https://www.newsweek.com/british-empire-colonialism-hong-kong-china-anniversary-630894
https://unfccc.int/news/cop27-reaches-breakthrough-agreement-on-new-loss-and-damage-fund-for-vulnerable-countries
https://unfccc.int/news/cop27-reaches-breakthrough-agreement-on-new-loss-and-damage-fund-for-vulnerable-countries
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/14/queens-death-accelerates-ex-colonies-push-to-ditch-uk-crown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/14/queens-death-accelerates-ex-colonies-push-to-ditch-uk-crown
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/mar/16/the-real-meaning-of-rhodes-must-fall
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-42404825
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/laura-trevelyan-family-grenada-slavery-reparations-b2275999.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/laura-trevelyan-family-grenada-slavery-reparations-b2275999.html
https://www.theguardian.com/news/ng-interactive/2023/mar/31/more-than-money-the-logic-of-slavery-reparations
https://www.theguardian.com/news/ng-interactive/2023/mar/31/more-than-money-the-logic-of-slavery-reparations
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/12/20/some-european-countries-have-apologised-for-their-colonial-past-is-it-enough
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/12/20/some-european-countries-have-apologised-for-their-colonial-past-is-it-enough
https://gadnetwork.org/gadn-resources/decolonising-aid
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/17/un-human-rights-chief-calls-for-reparations-to-make-amends-for-slavery
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/17/un-human-rights-chief-calls-for-reparations-to-make-amends-for-slavery
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.un.org/WCAR/durban.pdf
https://caricomreparations.org/caricom/caricoms-10-point-reparation-plan/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/40

GENDER &

st Briefings

American Reparations Commission (NAARC). 2023. ‘Reparations Plan.’
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/

16 Watt, N. 2013. ‘David Cameron defends lack of apology for British massacre at Amritsar’, The
Guardian, 20 February. https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/feb/20/david-cameron-
amritsar-massacre-india; Parry, M. 2016. ‘Uncovering the brutal truth about the British empire’,
The Guardian, 18 August. https://www.theguardian.com/news/2016/aug/18/uncovering-truth-
british-empire-caroline-elkins-mau-mau; Hall, R., and M. Wolfe-Robinson. 2022. ‘Jamaican
campaigners call for colonialism apology from royal family’, The Guardian, 21 March.
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/mar/21/jamaican-campaigners-call-for-colonialism-
apology-from-royal-family

17 European Parliament. 2019. ‘Resolution of 26 March 2019 on fundamental rights of people of
African descent in Europe’, Resolution 2018/2899 (RSP).
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0239_EN.html

18 European Parliament. 2019

19 Rutte, M. 2022. ‘Speech by Prime Minister Mark Rutte about the role of the Netherlands in the
history of slavery’, Government of the Netherlands, 19 December.
https://www.government.nl/documents/speeches/2022/12/19/speech-by-prime-minister-mark-
rutte-about-the-role-of-the-netherlands-in-the-history-of-slavery

20 Government of the Netherlands. 2022. ‘Government apologises for the Netherlands’ role in
the history of slavery’, Government of the Netherlands news release, 19 December.
https://www.government.nl/latest/news/2022/12/19/government-apologises-for-the-netherlands-
role-in-the-history-of-slavery

21 ‘Portugal should take ‘responsibility’ for slavery, president says’. 2023. Al Jazeera, 26 April.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/4/26/portugal-should-take-responsibility-for-slavery-
president-says

22 European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights. 2021. ‘The “reconciliation agreement”
— a lost opportunity’, European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights, 3 June.
https://www.ecchr.eu/en/press-release/germany-namibia-declaration/

28 The Federal Republic of Germany and the Republic of Namibia. 2021. ‘United in
remembrance of our colonial past, united in our will to reconcile, united in our vision of the
future’, Joint Declaration, Namibian Parliament. https://www.parliament.na/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Joint-Declaration-Document-Genocide-rt.pdf

24 Ahmed, K. 2023. ‘Descendants of Namibia’s genocide victims call on Germany to ‘stop
hiding’, The Guardian, 3 February. https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2023/feb/03/namibia-genocide-victims-herero-nama-germany-reparations

25 Connolly, K. 2023. ‘UN representatives criticise Germany over reparations for colonial crimes
in Namibia’, The Guardian, 28 April. https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2023/apr/28/un-representatives-criticise-germany-over-reparations-for-colonial-
crimes-in-namibia

26 Pommereau, I. 2010. ‘Germany finishes paying WWI reparations, ending century of ‘guilt’;’
The Christian Science Monitor, 4 October.
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/1004/Germany-finishes-paying-WWI-
reparations-ending-century-of-guilt

27 Jewish Virtual Library. n.d. ‘Holocaust Restitution: German Reparations.’
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/german-holocaust-reparations

28 Press Association. 2013. ‘UK to compensate Kenya's Mau Mau torture victims’, The
Guardian, 6 June. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/06/uk-compensate-kenya-mau-
mau-torture

29 Fowler, N. 2020. ‘Britain’s slave owner compensation loan, reparations and tax havenry,” Tax
Justice Network, 9 June. https://taxjustice.net/2020/06/09/slavery-compensation-uk-questions/

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org


https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/feb/20/david-cameron-amritsar-massacre-india
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/feb/20/david-cameron-amritsar-massacre-india
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2016/aug/18/uncovering-truth-british-empire-caroline-elkins-mau-mau
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2016/aug/18/uncovering-truth-british-empire-caroline-elkins-mau-mau
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/mar/21/jamaican-campaigners-call-for-colonialism-apology-from-royal-family
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/mar/21/jamaican-campaigners-call-for-colonialism-apology-from-royal-family
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0239_EN.html
https://www.government.nl/documents/speeches/2022/12/19/speech-by-prime-minister-mark-rutte-about-the-role-of-the-netherlands-in-the-history-of-slavery
https://www.government.nl/documents/speeches/2022/12/19/speech-by-prime-minister-mark-rutte-about-the-role-of-the-netherlands-in-the-history-of-slavery
https://www.government.nl/latest/news/2022/12/19/government-apologises-for-the-netherlands-role-in-the-history-of-slavery
https://www.government.nl/latest/news/2022/12/19/government-apologises-for-the-netherlands-role-in-the-history-of-slavery
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/4/26/portugal-should-take-responsibility-for-slavery-president-says
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/4/26/portugal-should-take-responsibility-for-slavery-president-says
https://www.ecchr.eu/en/press-release/germany-namibia-declaration/
https://www.parliament.na/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Joint-Declaration-Document-Genocide-rt.pdf
https://www.parliament.na/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Joint-Declaration-Document-Genocide-rt.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/feb/03/namibia-genocide-victims-herero-nama-germany-reparations
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/feb/03/namibia-genocide-victims-herero-nama-germany-reparations
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/apr/28/un-representatives-criticise-germany-over-reparations-for-colonial-crimes-in-namibia
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/apr/28/un-representatives-criticise-germany-over-reparations-for-colonial-crimes-in-namibia
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/apr/28/un-representatives-criticise-germany-over-reparations-for-colonial-crimes-in-namibia
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/1004/Germany-finishes-paying-WWI-reparations-ending-century-of-guilt
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2010/1004/Germany-finishes-paying-WWI-reparations-ending-century-of-guilt
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/german-holocaust-reparations
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/06/uk-compensate-kenya-mau-mau-torture
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/06/uk-compensate-kenya-mau-mau-torture
https://taxjustice.net/2020/06/09/slavery-compensation-uk-questions/

GENDER &

st Briefings

30 Daut, M. 2020. ‘How France extorted Haiti for one of the greatest heists in geopolitical
history’, Quartz, 4 July. https://qz.com/africa/1877241/how-france-extorted-haiti-for-the-greatest-
heist-in-history

31 Kreyol, L. 2022. ‘The root of Haiti's misery: reparations to enslavers’, The New York Times,
26 May. https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/20/world/americas/haiti-history-colonized-france.html

32 Lalime, T. 2020. “Au minimum, la France devrait rembourser plus de 28 milliards de dollars
américains a Haiti aujourd’hui”, soutient le célébre économiste frangais Thomas Piketty’, Le
Nouvelliste, 20 January. https://www.lenouvelliste.com/article/211316/au-minimum-la-france-
devrait-rembourser-plus-de-28-milliards-de-dollars-americains-a-haiti-aujourdhui-soutient-le-
celebre-economiste-francais-thomas-
piketty?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20211001&utm_term=5
819359&utm_campaign=money&utm_id=46765242&orgid=305&utm_attl=money

33Karenga, M. 2021. ‘Rethinking reparations: a collective solution, not separate settlements’,
National African-American Reparations Commission, 9 November.
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-news/rethinking-reparations-a-collective-solution-not-
separate-settlements/

34 Chinweizu, I. 1993. ‘Reparations and A New Global Order: A Comparative Overview.” A paper
read at the second Plenary Session of the First Pan-African Conference on Reparations, Abuja,
Nigeria, 27 April. https://ncobra.org/resources/pdf/Chinweizu-
ReparationsandANewGlobalOrderl.pdf

35 Chinweizu, 1993.
36 Chinweizu, 1993.

37 Getachew, A. 2019. Worldmaking after empire: the rise and fall of self-determination.
Princeton University Press. Hickel, J. 2017. The divide: a brief guide to global inequality and its
solutions. London: Penguin Random House.

38 Nkrumah, K. 1965. Neo-colonialism: the last stage of imperialism. London: Thomas Nelson &
Sons, Ltd. https://lwww.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/neo-colonialism/

39 Taiwo, O. 2022. Reconsidering reparations. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

40 Paulson, J. et al. 2022. ‘Reparative Futures’. https://www.journals.elsevier.com/futures/call-
for-papers/reparative-futures

41 The Wretched of the Earth. https://www.facebook.com/wotearth/; Fridays for Future.
https://fridaysforfuture.org/; Decolonising environmentalism.
https://www.facebook.com/people/Decolonising-Environmentalism/100057208430847/

42 UNFCCC. 2018. ‘Loss and damage: online guide.’
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Online_guide_on_loss_and_damage-May_2018.pdf

43 Burton, A. 2022. “Loss and damage” is not enough: why we need climate reparations’, Global
Witness, 11 November. https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/loss-and-damage-is-not-enough-
why-we-need-climate-reparations/

44 Taiwo, O, 2022.
45 Bahadur, G. 2013. Coolie woman: the odyssey of indenture. London: Hurst & Company.

46 Lambert, D. 2017. ‘An introduction to the Caribbean, empire and slavery’, British Library, 16
November. https://www.bl.uk/west-india-regiment/articles/an-introduction-to-the-caribbean-
empire-and-slavery

47 Williams, E. 2022. Capitalism and slavery. Penguin Books.

49 Tharoor, S. 2017. Inglorious empire: what the British did to India. London: Hurst Publishers
page 9.

50 Bhambra, G., and J. McClure. 2023. ‘Imperial inequalities: workshop on colonial taxation and
national welfare across European empires’, Tax Justice Network, 17 January.
https://taxjustice.net/2023/01/17/colonial-taxation/; Bhambra, G., and N. Dodd. 2021. ‘A polity

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org

20


https://qz.com/africa/1877241/how-france-extorted-haiti-for-the-greatest-heist-in-history
https://qz.com/africa/1877241/how-france-extorted-haiti-for-the-greatest-heist-in-history
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/20/world/americas/haiti-history-colonized-france.html
https://www.lenouvelliste.com/article/211316/au-minimum-la-france-devrait-rembourser-plus-de-28-milliards-de-dollars-americains-a-haiti-aujourdhui-soutient-le-celebre-economiste-francais-thomas-piketty?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20211001&utm_term=5819359&utm_campaign=money&utm_id=46765242&orgid=305&utm_att1=money
https://www.lenouvelliste.com/article/211316/au-minimum-la-france-devrait-rembourser-plus-de-28-milliards-de-dollars-americains-a-haiti-aujourdhui-soutient-le-celebre-economiste-francais-thomas-piketty?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20211001&utm_term=5819359&utm_campaign=money&utm_id=46765242&orgid=305&utm_att1=money
https://www.lenouvelliste.com/article/211316/au-minimum-la-france-devrait-rembourser-plus-de-28-milliards-de-dollars-americains-a-haiti-aujourdhui-soutient-le-celebre-economiste-francais-thomas-piketty?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20211001&utm_term=5819359&utm_campaign=money&utm_id=46765242&orgid=305&utm_att1=money
https://www.lenouvelliste.com/article/211316/au-minimum-la-france-devrait-rembourser-plus-de-28-milliards-de-dollars-americains-a-haiti-aujourdhui-soutient-le-celebre-economiste-francais-thomas-piketty?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20211001&utm_term=5819359&utm_campaign=money&utm_id=46765242&orgid=305&utm_att1=money
https://www.lenouvelliste.com/article/211316/au-minimum-la-france-devrait-rembourser-plus-de-28-milliards-de-dollars-americains-a-haiti-aujourdhui-soutient-le-celebre-economiste-francais-thomas-piketty?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20211001&utm_term=5819359&utm_campaign=money&utm_id=46765242&orgid=305&utm_att1=money
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-news/rethinking-reparations-a-collective-solution-not-separate-settlements/
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-news/rethinking-reparations-a-collective-solution-not-separate-settlements/
https://ncobra.org/resources/pdf/Chinweizu-ReparationsandANewGlobalOrder1.pdf
https://ncobra.org/resources/pdf/Chinweizu-ReparationsandANewGlobalOrder1.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/neo-colonialism/
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/futures/call-for-papers/reparative-futures
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/futures/call-for-papers/reparative-futures
https://www.facebook.com/wotearth/
https://fridaysforfuture.org/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Decolonising-Environmentalism/100057208430847/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Online_guide_on_loss_and_damage-May_2018.pdf
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/loss-and-damage-is-not-enough-why-we-need-climate-reparations/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/loss-and-damage-is-not-enough-why-we-need-climate-reparations/
https://www.bl.uk/west-india-regiment/articles/an-introduction-to-the-caribbean-empire-and-slavery
https://www.bl.uk/west-india-regiment/articles/an-introduction-to-the-caribbean-empire-and-slavery
https://taxjustice.net/2023/01/17/colonial-taxation/

GENDER &

st Briefings

divided: empire, nation, and the construction of the British welfare state.” Event hosted by the
LSE Department of Sociology and British Journal of Sociology, 24 February.
https://www.Ise.ac.uk/Events/2021/02/202102241600/polity

51 Boissoneault, L. 2017. ‘The true story of the Koh-i-Noor diamond — and why the British won’t
give it back’, Smithsonian Magazine, 30 August. The True Story of the Koh-i-Noor Diamond—and
Why the British Won't Give It Back | History| Smithsonian Magazine

52 Tharoor, S. 2017. Inglorious empire: what the British did to India. London: Hurst Publishers.

53 Andrews, K, 2021.; Sankara, T. 2007. Thomas Sankara speaks: the Burkina Faso Revolution
1983-1987. Pathfinder Press; Fanon, F. 1963. The wretched of the earth. Francois Maspero.

54 Rodney, W. 1972. How Europe underdeveloped Africa. London: Bogle-L’Ouverture
Publications.

55 Rodney, 1972.

56 Curtis, M. and T. Jones. 2017. ‘Honest accounts 2017 — how the world profits from Africa's
wealth’, Eurodad, 1 June.
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/eurodad/pages/228/attachments/original/1588108112/Honest_
Accounts_2017.pdf?1588108112

57 Debt Justice. 2021. ‘Supporter briefing’, Cancel the Debt campaign.
https://debtjustice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Supporter-briefing.pdf

58 IMF. 2023. ‘IMF executive directors and voting power’.
https://lwww.imf.org/en/About/executive-board/eds-voting-power

59 Focus on the Global South. n.d. ‘Trade and investment.’
https://focusweb.org/category/issues/trade-and-investment/

60 Hickel, J. 2019. ‘The scandal of foreign aid’, Brave New Europe, 27 January.
https://braveneweurope.com/jason-hickel-the-scandal-of-foreign-aid; War on Want. 2021.
‘Empire 2.0: UK trade deals squeeze wealth from the Global South’, 1 February.
https://waronwant.org/news-analysis/empire-20-uk-trade-deals-squeeze-wealth-global-south;
Chang, H. 2003. ‘The Future for Trade’, Challenge, 46.6, 6-15. Taylor & Francis.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/40722233.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A7dadaadad4a2b3350dac46
alb8d39d69c&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=

61 Fisher, M. 2015. ‘Map: European colonialism conquered every country in the world but these
five/, Vox, 24 February. https://www.vox.com/2014/6/24/5835320/map-in-the-whole-world-only-
these-five-countries-escaped-european

62 Brown, C. 2006. ‘Blair admits to ‘deep sorrow’ over slavery — but no apology’, The
Independent, 27 November. https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/blair-admits-to-
deep-sorrow-over-slavery-but-no-apology-426058.html

63 Anti-Slavery International. 2007. ‘Tony Blair apologies for Britain’s role in the slave trade’, 15
March. https://www.antislavery.org/tony-blair-apologies-britains-role-slave-trade-2/; Reuters.
2007. ‘Blair says “sorry” for slavery’, 20 March. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-blair-
slavery-idUSMOL06003620070320

64 Mills, R. 2021. ‘Barbados: Prince Charles acknowledges “appalling” history of slavery as
island becomes a republic’, Sky News, 30 November. https://news.sky.com/story/prince-
charles-acknowledges-appalling-history-of-slavery-as-barbados-becomes-a-republic-12482796

65 Petition to the UK Government and Parliament. 2020. ‘Pay slavery reparations to all
Caribbean & African descendants’, Petition. https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/325237

66 UK Parliament. 2021. ‘All-Party Parliamentary Group for Afrikan Reparations’, Register of All-
Party Parliamentary Groups.
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/211117/afrikan-reparations.htm

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org

21


https://www.lse.ac.uk/Events/2021/02/202102241600/polity
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/true-story-koh-i-noor-diamondand-why-british-wont-give-it-back-180964660/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/true-story-koh-i-noor-diamondand-why-british-wont-give-it-back-180964660/
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/eurodad/pages/228/attachments/original/1588108112/Honest_Accounts_2017.pdf?1588108112
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/eurodad/pages/228/attachments/original/1588108112/Honest_Accounts_2017.pdf?1588108112
https://debtjustice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Supporter-briefing.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/About/executive-board/eds-voting-power
https://focusweb.org/category/issues/trade-and-investment/
https://braveneweurope.com/jason-hickel-the-scandal-of-foreign-aid
https://waronwant.org/news-analysis/empire-20-uk-trade-deals-squeeze-wealth-global-south
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/40722233.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A7dadaada4a2b3350dac46a1b8d39d69c&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/40722233.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A7dadaada4a2b3350dac46a1b8d39d69c&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator
https://www.vox.com/2014/6/24/5835320/map-in-the-whole-world-only-these-five-countries-escaped-european
https://www.vox.com/2014/6/24/5835320/map-in-the-whole-world-only-these-five-countries-escaped-european
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/blair-admits-to-deep-sorrow-over-slavery-but-no-apology-426058.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/blair-admits-to-deep-sorrow-over-slavery-but-no-apology-426058.html
https://www.antislavery.org/tony-blair-apologies-britains-role-slave-trade-2/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-blair-slavery-idUSMOL06003620070320
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-blair-slavery-idUSMOL06003620070320
https://news.sky.com/story/prince-charles-acknowledges-appalling-history-of-slavery-as-barbados-becomes-a-republic-12482796
https://news.sky.com/story/prince-charles-acknowledges-appalling-history-of-slavery-as-barbados-becomes-a-republic-12482796
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/325237
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/211117/afrikan-reparations.htm

GENDER &

st Briefings

67 Stop The Maangamizi. 2021. ‘M.E.T. Proposal for the APPG on African Reparations
(APPGARY, 23 September. https://stopthemaangamizi.com/2021/09/23/m-e-t-proposal-for-the-
appg-on-african-reparations/

68 Cohn, C., and H. Jones. 2021. ‘London's finance district, steeped in slavery, confronts its
past’, Reuters, 6 October. https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/londons-finance-district-steeped-
slavery-confronts-its-past-2021-10-06/

69 Bank of England. 2020. ‘Statement in relation to the Bank’s historical links to the slave trade’,
19 June. https://lwww.bankofengland.co.uk/news/2020/june/statement-in-relation-to-the-banks-
historical-links-to-the-slave-trade

70 Bank of England. n.d. ‘Slavery and the bank: large print guide.’
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/-/media/boe/files/museum/slavery-and-the-bank-large-print-
guide

1 Llyod’s. 2020. ‘Our full statement on the Lloyd’s market’s role in the slave trade’, 18 June.
https://www.lloyds.com/news-and-insights/news/our-full-statement-on-the-lloyds-markets-role-
in-the-slave-trade

72 The University of the West Indies. 2019. ‘Press release: historic MoU signed between the
University of the West Indies and the University of Glasgow’, 31 July.
https://sta.uwi.edu/news/releases/release.asp?id=21946

73 The University of the West Indies, 2019.

74 Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British Slavery, University College London.
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/Ibs/

75 Policy and Sustainability Committee. 2022. Edinburgh Slavery and Colonialism Legacy
Review Report and Recommendations, The City of Edinburgh Council.
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=48188

76 Sherwood, H. 2023. ‘C of E setting up £100m fund to “address past wrongs” of slave trade
links’, The Guardian, 10 January. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/10/church-of-
england-100m-fund-past-wrongs-slave-trade-links

77 The Church Commissioners for England. 2022. Church Commissioners’ research into historic
links to transatlantic chattel slavery, The Church of England.
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/Church Commissioners research
report final.pdf

78 Africa Reparations Movement (UK). 1994. Birmingham Declaration, 1 January.
https://www.inosaar.llc.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/1994 birmingham_declaration.pdf

79 Stop The Maangamizi, 2021.

80 Bharadia, K. 2020. ‘Recalibrating financial transaction tax policy narratives to provide a
pathway towards reparations’, Tax Justice Network. https://taxjustice.net/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/Recalibrating-financial-transaction-tax-policy-narratives-Keval-
Bharadia.pdf

81 Abuja Pan-African Conference on Reparations For African Enslavement, Colonisation And
Neo-Colonisation. 1993. The Abuja proclamation, sponsored by The Organisation of African
Unity and its Reparations Commission, April 27-29. Abuja, Nigeria.
https://ncobra.org/resources/pdf/TheAbujaProclamation.pdf

82 Abuja Pan-African Conference on Reparations for African Enslavement, Colonisation and
Neo-Colonisation. 1993.

83 Africa News and United Nations. 2017. ‘Muammar Gaddafi at the 64th UN General Assembly
in 2009’, Africa News, 19 September. https://www.africanews.com/2017/09/19/speech-
muammar-gaddafi-at-the-64th-un-general-assembly-in-2009/

84 BBC News. 1999. ‘World: Africa trillions demanded in slavery reparations’, BBC News, 20
August. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/424984.stm

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org

22


https://stopthemaangamizi.com/2021/09/23/m-e-t-proposal-for-the-appg-on-african-reparations/
https://stopthemaangamizi.com/2021/09/23/m-e-t-proposal-for-the-appg-on-african-reparations/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/londons-finance-district-steeped-slavery-confronts-its-past-2021-10-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/londons-finance-district-steeped-slavery-confronts-its-past-2021-10-06/
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/news/2020/june/statement-in-relation-to-the-banks-historical-links-to-the-slave-trade
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/news/2020/june/statement-in-relation-to-the-banks-historical-links-to-the-slave-trade
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/-/media/boe/files/museum/slavery-and-the-bank-large-print-guide
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/-/media/boe/files/museum/slavery-and-the-bank-large-print-guide
https://www.lloyds.com/news-and-insights/news/our-full-statement-on-the-lloyds-markets-role-in-the-slave-trade
https://www.lloyds.com/news-and-insights/news/our-full-statement-on-the-lloyds-markets-role-in-the-slave-trade
https://sta.uwi.edu/news/releases/release.asp?id=21946
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=48188
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/10/church-of-england-100m-fund-past-wrongs-slave-trade-links
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/10/church-of-england-100m-fund-past-wrongs-slave-trade-links
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/Church%20Commissioners%20research%20report%20final.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/Church%20Commissioners%20research%20report%20final.pdf
https://www.inosaar.llc.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/1994_birmingham_declaration.pdf
https://taxjustice.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Recalibrating-financial-transaction-tax-policy-narratives-Keval-Bharadia.pdf
https://taxjustice.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Recalibrating-financial-transaction-tax-policy-narratives-Keval-Bharadia.pdf
https://taxjustice.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Recalibrating-financial-transaction-tax-policy-narratives-Keval-Bharadia.pdf
https://ncobra.org/resources/pdf/TheAbujaProclamation.pdf
https://www.africanews.com/2017/09/19/speech-muammar-gaddafi-at-the-64th-un-general-assembly-in-2009/
https://www.africanews.com/2017/09/19/speech-muammar-gaddafi-at-the-64th-un-general-assembly-in-2009/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/424984.stm

GENDER &

st Briefings

85 Mtika, C. 2015. ‘Malawians want £100m for UK attack’, Mail and Guardian, 26 March.
https://mg.co.za/article/2015-03-26-malawians-want-100m-for-uk-attack/

87 CARICOM Reparations Commission. https://caricomreparations.org/
88 CARICOM Reparations Commission, n.d.

89 Miller, D. 2004. ‘Haiti: Aristide’s call for reparations from France unlikely to die’, Inter Press
Service News Agency, 12 March. https://www.ipsnews.net/2004/03/haiti-aristides-call-for-
reparations-from-france-unlikely-to-die/

9% Kreyol, L. 2022. ‘Demanding reparations, and ending up in exile’, New York Times, 26 May.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/20/world/americas/haiti-aristide-reparations-france.html

9 Kreyol, L. 2022.

92 Loop News. 2022. ‘Advocates network demands apology to Jamaica ahead of royal visit’,
Loop News, 21 March. https://jamaica.loopnews.com/content/advocates-network-demands-
apology-jamaica-ahead-royal-visit

98 Chappell, K. 2021. ‘Jamaica plans to seek reparations from Britain over slavery’, Reuters, 12
July. https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/jamaica-plans-seek-reparations-britain-over-slavery-
2021-07-12/

% Henry, B. 2014. ‘£7.5 trillion for slavery’, Jamaica Observer, 23 September.
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/7-5-trillion-for-slavery/

9 Jamacia Observer. 2022. ‘Belize opposition leader wants reparation for slavery’, 20
September. https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/latest-news/belize-opposition-leader-wants-
reparation-for-slavery/

9% White, N. 2022. ‘Jamaica, Belize and Bahamas groups unite in reparations, republic push
after Royal visit’, The Independent, 29 March.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/jamaica-belize-bahamas-royal-family-
b2046354.html

97 Mitchell, F. 2014. ‘Press statement: establishment of the Bahamas national reparations
committee’, The Bahamas Weekly, 28 March. http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/bis-
news-updates/Establishment_of The Bahamas_National Reparations_Committee34003.shtml

%8 Rowley, K. C. 2022. ‘PM letter to Prince William’, Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs,
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, 24 April.
https://foreign.gov.tt/documents/1076/PM_Letter_to_Prince_Williams.pdf

99 The Barbados Advocate. 2020. ‘PM Mottley: reparations not just about money’, 7 July.
https://www.barbadosadvocate.com/news/pm-mottley-reparations-not-just-about-money

100 Skeete, A. 2022. ‘The 2022 Bridgetown Initiative’, Barbados Government Information
Service, 23 September. https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/download/the-2022-barbados-agenda/;
Joseph, E. 2022. ‘PM Mottley says it's time for reparations’, Barbados Today, 30 March.
https://barbadostoday.bb/2022/03/30/pm-mottley-says-its-time-for-reparations/

101 Worley, W., and S. Jerving. 2022. ‘Mia Mottley hints at G-7 support for the Bridgetown
Agenda at COP 27, Devex, 7 November. https://www.devex.com/news/mia-mottley-hints-at-g-
7-support-for-the-bridgetown-agenda-at-cop-27-104387; Joseph, E. 2022.

102 Pangambam, S. 2019. ‘Dr Shashi Tharoor: Britain does owe reparations’, The Singju Post,
29 January. https://singjupost.com/dr-shashi-tharoor-britain-does-owe-reparations-full-
transcript/?singlepage=1

103 Sreevatsan, A. 2018. ‘British Raj siphoned out $45 trillion from India: Utsa Patnaik’, Mint, 21
November. https://www.livemint.com/Companies/HNZA71LNVNNVXQ1lealKu6M/British-Raj-
siphoned-out-45-trillion-from-India-Utsa-Patna.html

104 Merchant, M. 2019. ‘How India was plundered by imperial Britain’, Voice of India, 6 March.
https://bharatabharati.in/2019/03/06/how-india-was-plundered-by-imperial-britain-minhaz-
merchant/

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org


https://mg.co.za/article/2015-03-26-malawians-want-100m-for-uk-attack/
https://caricomreparations.org/
https://www.ipsnews.net/2004/03/haiti-aristides-call-for-reparations-from-france-unlikely-to-die/
https://www.ipsnews.net/2004/03/haiti-aristides-call-for-reparations-from-france-unlikely-to-die/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/20/world/americas/haiti-aristide-reparations-france.html
https://jamaica.loopnews.com/content/advocates-network-demands-apology-jamaica-ahead-royal-visit
https://jamaica.loopnews.com/content/advocates-network-demands-apology-jamaica-ahead-royal-visit
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/jamaica-plans-seek-reparations-britain-over-slavery-2021-07-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/jamaica-plans-seek-reparations-britain-over-slavery-2021-07-12/
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/7-5-trillion-for-slavery/
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/latest-news/belize-opposition-leader-wants-reparation-for-slavery/
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/latest-news/belize-opposition-leader-wants-reparation-for-slavery/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/jamaica-belize-bahamas-royal-family-b2046354.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/jamaica-belize-bahamas-royal-family-b2046354.html
http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/bis-news-updates/Establishment_of_The_Bahamas_National_Reparations_Committee34003.shtml
http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/bis-news-updates/Establishment_of_The_Bahamas_National_Reparations_Committee34003.shtml
https://foreign.gov.tt/documents/1076/PM_Letter_to_Prince_Williams.pdf
https://www.barbadosadvocate.com/news/pm-mottley-reparations-not-just-about-money
https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/download/the-2022-barbados-agenda/
https://barbadostoday.bb/2022/03/30/pm-mottley-says-its-time-for-reparations/
https://www.devex.com/news/mia-mottley-hints-at-g-7-support-for-the-bridgetown-agenda-at-cop-27-104387
https://www.devex.com/news/mia-mottley-hints-at-g-7-support-for-the-bridgetown-agenda-at-cop-27-104387
https://singjupost.com/dr-shashi-tharoor-britain-does-owe-reparations-full-transcript/?singlepage=1
https://singjupost.com/dr-shashi-tharoor-britain-does-owe-reparations-full-transcript/?singlepage=1
https://www.livemint.com/Companies/HNZA71LNVNNVXQ1eaIKu6M/British-Raj-siphoned-out-45-trillion-from-India-Utsa-Patna.html
https://www.livemint.com/Companies/HNZA71LNVNNVXQ1eaIKu6M/British-Raj-siphoned-out-45-trillion-from-India-Utsa-Patna.html
https://bharatabharati.in/2019/03/06/how-india-was-plundered-by-imperial-britain-minhaz-merchant/
https://bharatabharati.in/2019/03/06/how-india-was-plundered-by-imperial-britain-minhaz-merchant/

GENDER &

DEVELOPMENT Brlefl n g s

105 Ceylon Today. 2023. ‘Prime Minister calls for ‘atrocities’ to be probed’, 2 February.
https://ceylontoday.lk/2023/02/02/prime-minister-calls-for-atrocities-to-be-probed/

106 Quek Ngee Meng. n.d. ‘Batang Kali Massacre 1948 — the lesson of truth by Dato.” Halim
Hong and Quek. https://hhg.com.my/social/batang-kali-massacre-1948-the-lesson-of-truth-by-
dato-quek-ngee-meng/

107 National Army Museum. n.d. ‘Malayan emergency.” https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/malayan-
emergency

108 Bowcott, O. 2015. ‘Relatives lose fight for inquiry into 1948 Batang Kali “massacre”.’ The
Guardian, 25 November. https://www.theguardian.com/law/2015/nov/25/relatives-lose-fight-for-
inquiry-into-1948-batang-kali-massacre

109 Asian Peoples' Movement on Debt and Development (APMDD). 2020. ‘Civil society steps up
call for debt cancellation’, Global Week of Action for Debt Cancellation, 17 October.
https://debtgwa.net/statements/civil-society-steps-up-call-for-debt-cancellation

110 National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
https://naacp.org/resources/reparations

111 National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in America (N'COBRA).
https://ncobra.org/aboutus/

112 National African-American Reparations Commission (NAARC).
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/

113 H.R.40 - 116th Congress (2019-2020). 2019. Commission to Study and Develop Reparation
Proposals for African-Americans Act. 19 June. https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-
congress/house-bill/40

114 Coates, T. 2014. ‘The case for reparations’,
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/

115 Berger, D. 2009. ‘The Malcolm X doctrine: the Republic of New Afrika and national liberation
on US soil’, New world coming: the sixties and the shaping of global consciousness, edited by
Dubinsky, K., et al, 46-55. Toronto: Between the Lines.

116 Taifa, N. 1989. ‘Reparations and self- determination.” Reparations Yes! edited by Lumumba,
C., et al, 1-13. House of Songhay.

117 Scott, J. 2020. ‘Reparations, restitution, transitional justice.” Journal of World Systems
Research, 26.2, 168-174. https://jwsr.pitt.edu/ojs/jwstr/article/view/1010/1492

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org

24


https://ceylontoday.lk/2023/02/02/prime-minister-calls-for-atrocities-to-be-probed/
https://hhq.com.my/social/batang-kali-massacre-1948-the-lesson-of-truth-by-dato-quek-ngee-meng/
https://hhq.com.my/social/batang-kali-massacre-1948-the-lesson-of-truth-by-dato-quek-ngee-meng/
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/malayan-emergency
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/malayan-emergency
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2015/nov/25/relatives-lose-fight-for-inquiry-into-1948-batang-kali-massacre
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2015/nov/25/relatives-lose-fight-for-inquiry-into-1948-batang-kali-massacre
https://debtgwa.net/statements/civil-society-steps-up-call-for-debt-cancellation
https://naacp.org/resources/reparations
https://ncobra.org/aboutus/
https://reparationscomm.org/reparations-plan/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/40
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/40
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://jwsr.pitt.edu/ojs/jwsr/article/view/1010/1492

GENDER &

e Briefings

Acknowledgements

This briefing was written by Priya Lukka, Sophie Efange and Jessica Woodroffe for the Gender
and Development Network (GADN).

GADN would like to thank Dr. Lata Narayanaswamy and Chiara Capraro for their insights and
review of this briefing, as well as Claudia Calvert and Yamina Ouldali for their contributions. We
would also like to extend our wider thanks to reparations scholars and activists around the world
whose tireless efforts and analysis have paved the way for a broader understanding of the need
for reparations, and whose invaluable contributions continue to inspire this work. The briefing was
edited by Oluwatomilola Ajayi.

The Gender and Development Network (GADN) brings together expert NGOs, consultants,
academics and individuals committed to working on gender, development and women'’s rights
issues. Our vision is of a world where social justice and gender equality prevail and where all
women and girls are able to realise their rights free from discrimination. Our goal is to ensure that
international development policy and practice promotes gender equality and women’s and girls’

rights.

Gender and Development Network  For more information Disclaimer

c/o ActionAid For more information about GADN, GADN produces a series of

33-39 Bowling Green Lane please email the GADN Coordinator  briefings for use by our members

London EC1R 0BJ at coordinator@gadnetwork.org and others in consultation with
our Advisory Group and relevant

E: comms@gadnetwork.org Working Groups. They do not

www.gadnetwork.org necessarily represent the views

of all our members.
Registered charity no. 1140272

Reparations as a pathway to decolonisation www.gadnetwork.org

25


mailto:comms@gadnetwork.org
http://www.gadnetwork.org.uk/
mailto:coordinator@gadnetwork.org

