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Executive Summary

Christian Aid presents a blueprint for ensuring 
in the post-2015 era. It explains how this 

of resources could be boosted by a range of complementary domestic and global 

for sustainable development. Second, concrete steps to more fairly distributing 

outcomes on reducing corrosive levels of socio-economic inequality in all countries. 

Together, these three interdependent dimensions, founded on existing human 
rights standards and coupled with meaningful international cooperation, could 

it is hard to see how an ambitious and transformative set of renewed goals will be 
realized. Accordingly, the Center for Economic and Social Rights and Christian Aid  
outline a series of concrete proposals, based on decades of experience in the human 
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all.

2. End cross-border tax evasion, return stolen assets, forgive odious debt and 
progressively combat tax abuses.

3. Reduce economic inequality within countries through enhanced use of 
progressive taxation on income and wealth.

4. Improve redistributive capacities to progressively reduce disparities in the 
enjoyment of human rights by all socio-economic groups, and between women 
and men, in all regions.

5. Ensure the rights to information and participation of all people, without 

monitoring of public policies.

6. Guarantee public and judicial oversight of the generation and use of public 
resources.

A  of this type will help to expose the hidden injustices buried in 

robust yet agile 
actors to account according to their distinct responsibilities. As UN member states 
are beginning to discuss approaches to monitoring, review and accountability under 

rights, and more accountable to people and the environment.

Finally, in the lead-up to the third international conference on 
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A Post-2015 

Fiscal Revolution

Never before has the world enjoyed such abundant resources to realize just and 
sustainable development for all people everywhere. Yet, never before have these 

On a daily basis, people across the world face poor quality, inaccessible, and 

achieving basic education for all, for example, faces an estimated gap of some US$26 
1.  Roughly similar amounts of investment are necessary for water 

and sanitation for all2.  The cost of ensuring everyone has more than $1.25/day—
hardly an ambitious or dignifying target for freedom from poverty—is now estimated 
at roughly $55 billion a year3.  As a whole, the MDGs were under-resourced globally by 
at least $120 billion per year4

order of magnitude greater than the MDGs. While it is impossible to put a price-tag on 
as-yet undecided commitments, recent estimates put global climate mitigation and 
adaptation costs at between $520bn and $840bn annually, biodiversity management 
at between $200 and $900bn, and ocean and forest restoration at between $100 
and $200bn5.  Post-2015 commitments in areas such as education, health, food and 

laudable proposals to leave no-one behind and reach universal coverage in many of 
these areas. While estimates can only be very approximate at this stage, the SDGs will 
almost certainly require an investment of well over a trillion dollars per year6.  

development will need to come from private sources, especially the $18 trillion per year 
in global private capital7.  There is no question that the private sector has an important 

their carbon emission levels to the costs of climate change and transitioning to a low-
carbon economy is common-sense8.  So is ensuring that that the 8% of that private 

9

invested in sustainable development priorities. 
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Unfortunately, these types of measures aimed at ensuring the accountability of private 

steps to foster positive business incentives. In the absence of proper regulatory and 

the public, driven deeper inequality and undermined human rights and sustainable 

10,  raising questions 

and human rights-centered alternatives.

sustainable development from a human rights perspective. Human rights standards, 
set out in a range of international treaties which governments have already voluntarily 

of states to generate and use the maximum available resources to progressively realize 

the generation and use of resources, and to ensure transparency, accountability and 

by these principles is a responsibility that falls to capable and accountable states11 as 
primary guarantors of human rights.  It is precisely the extent to which a state enjoys 

human rights and sustainable development.

domestic and global commitments which together could unleash at least US$1.5 
trillion per year in additional, stable and predictable public funding, reducing the 

Second, the impact of those resources in reducing corrosive levels of socio-economic 
inequality in all countries would be enhanced by more fairly distributing the burdens 
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clear implications for how the SDGs will be measured, implemented and monitored 
over time.

Domestic resource mobilization, especially progressive taxation supported by 

term and sustainable improvements in people’s lives. Fiscal policy in particular can 

a volatile and uncertain international climate. Alongside labor, minimum wage and 

12  The state’s ability to tax from, and spend on, its people 
has also led to a more accountable and representative relationship between the 
governing and the governed. Fiscal policy therefore is fundamental to sustainable 

instrument for transforming economic growth into improved living conditions for all. 

currently disadvantaged or marginalized. 

also a matter of human rights obligation. Existing human rights standards, enshrined in 
the nine core international treaties13 to which the vast majority of states are party and 
internalized in domestic Constitutions across the globe, already oblige governments by 

of their human rights and sustainable development commitments. As higher order 
policy objectives, human rights standards can give much-needed normative direction 

functions of taxation.14  They introduce considerations of equity, sustainability and 

international competition in tax policy.15

a particular government’s discretion, also implies in practice that such gains are 
more durable and more accountable, improving the bargaining power of the most 

inter-dependent, mutually-reinforcing dimensions at the domestic and global levels: 

all kinds, and the enabling of accountable governance over sustainable development 
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of these dimensions at the domestic and international levels, providing an important 

SUFFICIENCY EQUALITY ACCOUNTABILITY

International
Boost additional 

while curbing 

harmful tax 
competition

International 
Redress historic 
North-South 
inequalities 
by reversing 
capital 

developing 
countries

International 
Democratize 

on global trade, 
aid and tax 
processes, and 

responsive to 
community needs

Improve 
domestic 
resource 
mobilization

economic 
inequalities 

policy

Enhance 
transparent, 
participatory 
and accountable 

processes

injustices

Financing for Sustainable Development

A capable and accountable state requires well-resourced public institutions and a strong 
regulatory system to orient the economy in a human rights-respecting direction. This 
in turn depends on the 
and predictable material foundations on a scale commensurate with the realization 

The UN estimated, for example, 

representing at least 20 percent of GDP.16  In light of the trillion-dollar estimated costs 

development on an appropriate scale.

Indicative Measures to Boost Public Financing of Sustainable Development

This table lists a range of indicative measures which have been proposed by various 

together with the approximate amounts these could generate. These measures are 

gaps in robust data. However, they together present a fair indication of the types and 
scale of public resources available through international cooperation yet currently 
untapped for resourcing sustainable development.
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Indicative Measures to Boost Public Financing of Sustainable Development
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Despite the range of measures potentially available, several domestic and global 

for sustainable development.29  

Several domestic
tax collection; rampant tax evasion; secretive often regressive tax incentives, such 
as corporate tax holidays and exemptions;30

obligations;31 32 and low 
tax morale. In this context, governments have a duty under several international treaties 

especially economic and technical, to the maximum of […] available resources,” to 
realize human rights.33

raised to meet human rights and sustainable development imperatives, and if not they 
are compelled to increase revenue in equitable, non-regressive ways.34

alternatives, including tax and budget alternatives.35

are global

trillion dollars in developing countries.36

secrecy and low-tax jurisdictions which fundamentally encroach upon, if not erode, 
the sovereignty of countries in North and South to levy and protect their own revenue 
base in non-discriminatory ways.37  Associated declines in tax revenues are of much 
larger consequence to low- and middle-income countries, whose tax revenue bases 
are already much lower on average than OECD countries.38 Many low- and middle-

particular revenue authorities, with limited capacities to enforce the law and pursue 
those who conceal their funds through tax evasion. 

grown over the past decades.39

another. As a result, governments have been prompted to strategically compete with 

40  An 
indication of this deliberate trend is that the average corporate tax rates worldwide 
reduced on average from 38% in 1993 to 24.9% in 2010.41  Tax competition also has 

and women disproportionately.42  
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In this global context, human rights standards recognize that individual governments 
interact in an interdependent, global arena. The obligation to cooperate and assist 

of human rights overseas, commensurate with their capacities, resources and 
43  Every nation’s duty to respect human rights requires them to avoid 

persons beyond their borders.44  These legal duties imply that governments must 

maximum of available resources for human rights and sustainable development.45  
To ensure respect for human rights and policy coherence, governments have the 
obligation to conduct human rights assessments of the extraterritorial impacts of 
laws, policies and practices,46 including those related to taxation. Government laws 

against the achievement of human rights and development goals. Consideration of the 
47 of such laws and policies must therefore be central to determining 

whether states, international institutions and large business actors are meeting their 
human rights and sustainable development responsibilities.

to the distributive consequences, might in fact create perverse incentives for poverty 
and inequality reduction. The distributive impacts of how resources are raised and spent 

48  This 
is especially relevant in middle-income and upper-income countries with high levels of 
economic inequality. 

inequalities by generating revenue in ways that place a proportionate burden on 

the most disadvantaged in society. National experiences show that essential public 

taxation—have boosted the income of the poorest people across the OECD by around 
76 percent, and reduced income inequality by an average of 20 percent.49  Experiences 

investment in essential services are essential for the achievement of gender equality 
and women’s rights.50

low-income households bear the brunt of the costs of the public services they rely on 
through increased tax burdens. In the worst of cases, low-income households face a 

deteriorating public services.51 Many women and girls are forced to face the additional 
52  
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regressive, indirect taxes has been complemented by a hollowing out of progressive 

53  Sharp drops in the top personal income tax 
rates - of almost 30% on average since 1980 - across countries North and South have 
been especially troubling given the widespread increase in the concentration of wealth 

inequality.54  On the spending side, budget allocations in most countries consistently 
fail to prioritize sustainable development and human rights imperatives. The global 

in social, economic and environmental expenditures needed to sustainably reach the 
55  

Cuts to public expenditure in many countries are compounded by uneven capacity, 

In this context, human rights standards oblige states to strive towards substantive 

discriminatory laws, policies or practices which result in disparities on grounds such 
as race, gender, religion or social origin.56  This means that governments’ tax and 

against any particular groups, including people living on low incomes.57  In certain 

eliminate structural disadvantages which perpetuate de facto discrimination.58  Human 

the low levels of income, capacities and access to essential services which prevent the 
full realization of human rights of disadvantaged groups on an equal footing.59  

development

policy cycle—to the highest standards of transparency, participation and accountability. 

 60 What’s more, 
the development of vigorous mechanisms for active public participation and access 
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fostering a culture of dynamic policy learning.61 

other tax abuses such as socially-useless tax expenditures. This fundamental vacuum 

institutionalized participation of the most disadvantaged social groups and countries 

determinant in strengthening tax compliance and tax morale, and is therefore one 

outcomes. Yet, the robust, agile mechanisms needed to ensure public oversight, 

the most sophisticated and independent justice institutions.

62  Fiscal policies should thus 

decisions that run counter to human rights.63  Equal access to complaints and redress 
mechanisms, and robust sanctions for any wrong-doing by public or private actors is 

behavior can remedy long-standing tax abuses, deter future misbehavior, increase tax 
morale and boost public revenues.64

In this context, governments are legally obliged to protect against and remedy human 
rights abuses by third parties, including businesses, in line with the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights.65  Governments thus must ensure that 

abuses which are detrimental to the full realization of human rights.66  In order to 
ensure companies respect human rights and sustainable development in turn requires 

sustainable development and tax impacts of large businesses.
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As the MDG era concludes, UN member states are now in the critical stage of deciding 

across the globe for a more transformative paradigm aimed at the realization of human 
rights for all.67  This post-2015 moment represents a once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to incentivize governments to take bold steps individually and in concert towards a 

equality and accountability of resources for sustainable development, it is hard to see 

As governments move into the eleventh hour of devising a sustainable development 

implications for the SDG metrics themselves, for their means of implementation as 
well as for their monitoring and accountability infrastructure.

i 

The many obstacles and opportunities described above could be partly addressed 

Sustainable Development Goals. The commitments and targets proposed below 

organizations, development practitioners and academics. Nested under these targets, 

ways to all countries North and South. In some instances, particularly in the case of 
cross-border tax abuses, there will be a need for governments to identify appropriate 
actions based on their respective capabilities and responsibilities, and articulate these 
clearly in national sustainable development plans. In the appendix, data sources are 

 
 

essential services for all.68 

by 2030.69  

c. Boost capacity of public revenue authorities
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 End cross-border tax evasion, return stolen assets, forgive 

odious debt and progressively combat tax abuses.70 

71 

exchange of tax information, as well as the number of countries covered by 
72 

f. Improve to 100% the share of stolen assets returned to source country
g. Improve to 100% the share of volumes  of odious debt forgiven

rights and sustainable development, particularly in developing countries.
i. Existence of collective sanctions for private and public actors refusing to cooperate 

on tax matters

 
 Reduce economic inequality within countries through 

enhanced use of progressive taxation on income and 
wealth.

a. Improve progressivity of tax regime by x%
b. Improve Palma national income inequality measure pre- and post-tax73  by x%, 

disaggregated by gender, social group and region
c. Improve taxes on wage income vs. capital gains income by x%
d. Ensure that the lowest tax threshold is above the relative poverty line

  Improve redistributive capacities to progressively reduce 
disparities in the enjoyment of human rights by all socio-
economic groups, between women and men, in all regions.

a. Improve Palma national income inequality measure pre- and post-social transfers 
by x%, disaggregated by gender, social group and region
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b. Improve by x% public expenditure on sustainable development goals, improving 

disaggregated by gender, social group and region
c. Improve to 100% the share of tax and budget laws and policies subject to periodic, 

as they impact poor women
d. Improve to 100% the share of tax and budget laws and policies subject to periodic, 

by x% Decrease by x% the reported rates of corruption in basic public services and 
social policies, disaggregated by gender, social group and region

f. Enhance public satisfaction with service delivery by x%

 
 Ensure the rights to information and participation of all 

people, without exclusion or discrimination, in the design, 

policies.74  

budget policies, public procurement, social service delivery information and 
corporate lobbying activities made publicly available in a common, open, machine-
readable, detailed, timely and accessible standard

b. Improve budget openness by x%

integrated reporting of impact on human rights and sustainable development, 

by-project basis, full transparency in public  procurement, corporate political 
donations and lobbying activities

local to global
e. Enhance civil society space and enabling environment
f. Increase the share of proposals from civil society and developing country 

governments implemented in national and inter-governmental processes and 
bodies determining tax reforms, e.g. OECD BEPS process

g. By 2020, establish a national public commission in every country that will assess 
75 

  Guarantee public and judicial oversight over the 
generation and use of public resources.76

a. Improve to 100% the share of government tax laws, budget policies, public 
procurement and social service delivery subject to public and judicial oversight 
and review
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in particular people living in poverty, disaggregated by gender, social group and 
region

c. Existence of an independent audit agency or other oversight body which carries 
out regular audits that are published in full

remedy if human rights standards are violated, disaggregated by gender, social 
group and region

e. Improve by x% the level of implementation and enforcement of judicial decisions, 
in particular for tax fraud and tax evasion

disaggregated by gender, social group and region

people’s lives. The post-2015 “data revolution”—representing a broad consensus that 
more and better data and statistical capacities are needed to underpin the sustainable 
development process and outcomes77 —could be a powerful boost to the availability 

between countries. This could help to infuse more transparency into often overly-

strengthened by improved availability, accessibility, disaggregation and quality of the 

Domestically:

i. Comparable, reliable data sources for every country are needed for each of the 
indicator areas above, in open and machine-readable formats. Currently, country 
coverage is patchy at best.

ii. Alongside expenditure, household surveys should better capture the distribution 

Intra-household data is also needed to better understand the gender impacts of 

tabulated for all countries.

expenditures and exemptions is essential.

gender and economic inequality, should be strengthened, along the lines of the 
Commitment to Equity Index, the OECD and EuroStat data.
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expenditures is imperative.

vii. The Open Budget Index should be strengthened and supported politically and 

policy needs to be made comparable across regions.

Globally:

understanding of the problem, and thus how best to solve it.

with sanctions for failures to report.

globally and nationally can be seen.

xii. Data on the scale and volume of automatic information exchange needs to be 

evasion 

The promise of the post-2015 sustainable development agenda does not lie solely in 
the creation of new international aspirations, but also in providing commonly-agreed 

At present, UN member states are beginning to discuss approaches to monitoring, 
review and accountability under the post-2015 development agenda. Rather than one 

the global, regional, national and local levels, building on existing mechanisms, can 
ensure that all governments, international institutions and the private sector are held 

delivery fails. Lessons learned in rendering development accountable to human rights 
78 

Domestically:

i. Assessments of budget expenditure and allocation, as well as tax and revenue 

subject to ex ante and ex post facto review and participation by civil society.

enacted to build the capacity of all people—including civil society, journalists, 
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future.

iii. Accessible channels for accountability and remedy over human rights impacts 

policy from a human rights perspective and provide access to remedies in cases 

Internationally:

iv. Constructive interaction and meaningful information exchange should be ensured 

human rights treaty-monitoring bodies, the Un Human Rights Council´s Universal 
Periodic Review  and special procedures, regional human rights commissions 

mechanisms on the other.

for the extraterritorial human rights impacts of their policies in such areas 
as trade, aid, tax and investment. Consideration of policy coherence and the 

could be embedded in any review process and placed under consideration in any 
accountability mechanism. This should include independent assessments of the 

undermine the achievement of human rights and future sustainable development 
goals.

inter-governmental processes in the lead-up to the third international conference 

development objectives.”79  The closed-door nature of this body has prevented civil 
society and many governments from understanding the precise issues under debate 

institutions will need to double-down on democratic and meaningful multilateral co-

and human rights commitments, rather than merely complementary to private 
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ii. Establish clear ex ante criteria for private partnerships in sustainable development 

UN partnerships whose activities are potentially antithetical to the UN Charter, the 
.80 

iii. Re-focus attention and political will towards implementing innovative public 

accountable resources for sustainable development. The range of options to be 
81 

a. Full recovery of stolen assets to developing countries

pushed into poverty as a result.

f. Implement standing aid commitments
g. Tax carbon emissions, and devote proceeds to climate change mitigation and 

i. Invest 10% of total military expenditure into sustainable development

international processes to change global tax norms, and embrace the active and 
meaningful involvement participation of civil society organizations. 

v. Transform the Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters 

support.

are preserved when they occur.

vii. Promote integrated spillover analyses of all major tax reforms, examining the 
economic, social, environmental and human rights cross-border impacts of all 
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essential services for all.

BASKET OF ILLUSTRATIVE 
INDICATORS

SAMPLE OF DATA 
SOURCES NOTE

Commit to a universal domestic 

2020, and 25% by 2030.

WB World Development 
Indicators 

OECD

Eurostat

Increase potential vs. actual tax IMF, others.

Boost capacity of public revenue 
authorities

Tax Administration 
Diagnostic Assessment 
Tool Scores tested.

  End cross-border tax evasion, return stolen assets, forgive 
odious debt and progressively combat tax abuses.

BASKET OF ILLUSTRATIVE 
INDICATORS

SAMPLE OF DATA 
SOURCES

NOTE

to 100% the share  of companies 

Open Company Data 
Index

Financial Secrecy Index 

 Proposed SDG targets, 
illustrative indicators and sample of data sources

through a concrete set of targets and indicators at the heart of Sustainable Development 

but by no means insurmountable. The sources listed here are only a sample of what’s 

data needs. ii 



A Post-2015 Fiscal Revolution | Human Rights Policy Brief

20 POLICY BRIEFING  | MAY, 2014

to 100% the share of international 

jurisdictions with automatic 
exchange of tax information, as well 
as the number of countries covered 
by automatic information exchange 

OECD Global Forum on 
Information Exchange

Financial Secrecy Index

Decrease the volumes of illicit Global Financial Integrity 
Only information for 
developing countries at the 
moment.

Coordinated global adoption of 

by x% Financial Secrecy Index 

Improve to 100% the share of stolen 
assets returned to source country Recovery Programme 

Improve to 100% the share of 
volumes  of odious debt forgiven

All countries conducting spillover 

on human rights and sustainable 
development, particularly in 
developing countries

Existence of collective sanctions for 
private and public actors refusing to 
cooperate on tax matters

 
 Reduce economic inequality within countries through 

enhanced use of progressive taxation on income and 
wealth.

BASKET OF ILLUSTRATIVE 
INDICATORS

SAMPLE OF DATA 
SOURCES NOTE

Improve progressivity of tax regime 
by x%

A common methodology is 
needed.

Improve Palma national income 
inequality measure pre- and post-
tax83  by x%, disaggregated by gender, 
social group and region

Commitment to Equity 
Index

OECD

WB World Development 
Indicators 

Improve taxes on wage income vs. 
capital gains income by x% OECD
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Ensure that the lowest tax threshold 
is above the relative poverty line OECD

 
 Improve redistributive capacities to progressively reduce 

disparities in the enjoyment of human rights by all 
socio-economic groups, between women and men, in all 
regions.

BASKET OF ILLUSTRATIVE 
INDICATORS

SAMPLE OF DATA 
SOURCES NOTE

Improve Palma national income 
inequality measure pre- and post-
social transfers by x%, disaggregated 
by gender, social group and region

Commitment to Equity 
Index

OECD

WB World Development 
Indicators 

Improve by x% public expenditure 
on sustainable development goals, 
improving on existing minimum 

for each goal, disaggregated by 
gender, social group and region

WB World Development 
Indicators 

For example, many 
governments have already 
committed to spending. 
6% GNP and 20% of public 
expenditure on education.

WB Open Budgets 
Portal

Improve to 100% the share of tax and 
budget laws and policies subject to 
periodic, participatory gender equality 
analyses, and public expenditure 

poor women

Improve to 100% the share of tax and 
budget laws and policies subject to 
periodic, participatory human rights 
analyses and public expenditure 

Improve performance and 

management scores by x%

Public Expenditure and 
Financial Accountability 
assessment portal

Decrease by x% the reported rates 
of corruption in basic public services 
and social policies, disaggregated by 
gender, social group and region

Transparency 
International Global 
Corruption Barometer  
and Corruption 
Perceptions Index

 WB Worldwide 
Governance Indicators 

Enhance public satisfaction with 
service delivery by x% Delivery Indicators 
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 Ensure the rights to information and participation of all 
people, without exclusion or discrimination, in the design, 

policies.

BASKET OF ILLUSTRATIVE INDICATORS SAMPLE OF DATA 
SOURCES NOTE

Improve to 100% the share of government tax laws 

procurement, social service delivery information and 
corporate lobbying activities made publicly available 
in a common, open, machine-readable, detailed, 
timely and accessible standard

Open Budget Index

Improve budget openness by x% Open Budget Index

Improve to 100% the share of large companies 

reporting of impact on human rights and sustainable 

payments on a country-by-country and project-
by-project basis, full transparency in public  
procurement, corporate political donations and 
lobbying activities

levels from local to global

Enhance civil society space and enabling 
environment

Enabling Environment 
Index

Increase the share of proposals from civil society 
and developing country governments implemented 
in national and inter-governmental processes and 
bodies determining tax reforms

By 2020, establish a national public commission 
in every country that will assess and report on the 

  Guarantee public and judicial oversight over the 
generation and use of public resources.

BASKET OF ILLUSTRATIVE INDICATORS SAMPLE OF DATA 
SOURCES NOTE

Improve to 100% the share of government tax 
laws, budget policies, public procurement and 
social service delivery subject to public and judicial 
oversight and review

Open Budget Survey  
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1. 
2015 and beyond’, Education for All Global 

2. 
How will emerging post-2015 goals be 

3. 

Extreme Poverty by 2030,’Global Views Policy 

4. 
Estimates from a Domestic Resource 

5. 

Review of global investment requirement 

sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/
documents/2096Chapter%201-global%20
investment%20requirement%20estimates.pdf

6. 

document/Poverty%20documents/WB-

11-13web.pdf

7. 

WEF_GAC_PovertySustainableDevelopment_
GlobalDevelopmentFinance_Paper_2014.pdf 

8. It is estimated that just 90 large companies 
alone have contributed nearly two-thirds of 
man-made carbon emissions. See R. Heede, 

methane emissions to fossil fuel and cement 
producers, 1854–2010,’ Climatic Change, Vol. 

9. 
Evidence From Switzerland, 1914-2010,’ 

halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/docs/00/56/52/24/
PDF/wp201107.pdf

10. 

pdf/5346a6b10e9a4.pdf

11. 
UN Millennium Campaign and the UNDP 

Transformation and the Challenge of 
Financing Africa’s post-2015 Development 

among others, one that has strong and well-

justice systems by all, in particular people living in 
poverty

European 
Commission for the 

Project Rule of Law 
Index 

Existence of an independent audit agency or other 
oversight body which carries out regular audits that 
are published in full

Open Budget Survey

means of complaint and remedy if human rights 
standards are violated, disaggregated by gender, 
social group and region

Improve by x% the level of implementation and 
enforcement of judicial decisions, in particular for tax 
fraud and tax evasion

Enhance the perception of fairness and equity of 

social group and region

Regional Barometers 
e.g. Latinobarómetro 

Afrobarometer, 
Eurobarometer 

Comparability of 

measures of 
perception of 
fairness and 

policy will need to 
be ensured.
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resourced institutions, including those that 

capable state is also one that has strong 
legitimacy among its people through the 
services it provides, including the rule of law, 
peace and security. A capable state regulates 
the economy so as to redirect incentives in 
favour of value-added activities as opposed 

in this process the economy becomes 
more balanced, more resilient and more 
competitive…A capable state is essential for 
the mobilisation of tax revenues, for counter-
cyclical macroeconomic policies to protect 
growth and wellbeing in times of economic 
downturns and for the proper regulation of 

12. 

eng/2014/012314.pdf

13. The nine core international human rights 
treaties, in order of their date of adoption 

on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

Covenant on Economic. Social and Cultural 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

International Convention on the Protection 
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